

President Barack Obama shakes hands with House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, Friday, Nov. 16, 2012, 
during a meeting to discuss the deficit and economy. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Lawmakers voice new confidence in deficit deal 


DAVID ESPO 

AP Special Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gressional leaders from 
both parties voiced fresh 
optimism Friday after meet¬ 
ing with newly re-elected 
President Barack Obama 
about avoiding year-end 
“fiscal cliff" tax increases 
and spending cuts that 
would hammer the middle 
class and risk plunging the 
economy into recession. 
The leader of the House, 
Speaker John Boehner, 
said Republicans are will¬ 
ing to consider increased 


revenue “as long as it is ac¬ 
companied by spending 
cuts” as leaders in a divid¬ 
ed government get to work 
on a possible deal after a 
fierce election campaign. 
He presented a framework 
that one official said called 
for a deficit down-payment 
of unspecified size by year’s 
end, to be followed by 
comprehensive tax reform 
and an overhaul of health 
care for the elderly and 
other benefit programs in 
2013. 

Democrats indicated some 
spending cuts would be 


fine with them. “I feel con¬ 
fident that a solution may 
be in sight,” said House 
Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi of California. 

The goal of the high-pres¬ 
sure talks to come is to pro¬ 
duce a multitrillion-dollar 
deficit-reduction plan that 
can take the place of the 
across-the-board tax in¬ 
creases and spending cuts 
that are slated to take ef¬ 
fect on Jan. 1. 

In remarks while report¬ 
ers were present, Obama 
stressed that time was short 
as he welcomed the lead¬ 


ers to the White House for 
the first time since winning 
re-election this month. 

“We have urgent business 
to do,” he said. 

If nothing else, the mood 
seemed good around 
the table in the Roosevelt 
Room of the White House. 
Obama noted that it would 
soon be Boehner's birthday 
and said he wasn’t “go¬ 
ing to embarrass him with 
a cake because we didn’t 
know how many candles 
were needed.” 

“Yeah, right,” said Boehner, 
who's turning 63 on Satur¬ 


day, chuckling as he play¬ 
fully poked the president in 
the elbow. 

There was no indication 
that the meeting touched 
on Obama’s campaign- 
long call to raise tax rates 
at upper incomes. 

In their public comments, 
neither the president nor 
the lawmakers dwelt on 
long-standing differences 
that doomed previous defi¬ 
cit negotiations. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Hamas rockets targets Jerusalem n major escalation 


IBRAHIM BARZAK 
JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Palestinian militants took 
aim at Jerusalem for the 
first time Friday, launching 
a rocket attack on the holy 
city in a major escalation of 
hostilities as Israel pressed 
forward with a relentless 
campaign of airstrikes in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israel called up thousands 
of reservists and massed 
troops along the bor¬ 
der with Gaza, signaling 
a ground invasion of the 
densely populated seaside 
strip could be imminent. 
The attack on Jerusalem, 
along with an earlier strike 
on the metropolis of Tel 
Aviv, raised the likelihood 
that Israel would soon 
move in. 

Israel triggered the current 
fighting by assassinating 
the military chief of the rul¬ 
ing Hamas militant group 
on Wednesday, then con¬ 
ducting dozens of airstrikes 
on weapons-storage sites 
used by rocket squads. The 
sudden attack came in re¬ 
sponse to days of heavy 
rocket fire from Gaza. 

Israeli leaders have threat¬ 
ened to widen the op¬ 
eration if the rocket fire 
doesn’t halt. Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Avigdor Lieberman said 
options included the possi¬ 
ble assassination of Hamas’ 
prime minister, Ismail Hani- 
yeh, and other top leaders. 
“Every time that Hamas fires 
there will be a more and 
more severe response,” he 
told Channel 2 TV. “I really 
recommend all the Hamas 


leadership in Gaza not to 
try us again. ... Nobody is 
immune there, not Haniyeh 
and not anybody else.” 
While Israeli military of¬ 
ficials insist they have in¬ 
flicted heavy damage on 
Hamas, there has been no 


halt to the militants’ rocket 
fire. Hundreds of rockets 
have been fired, including 
a number of sophisticated 
weapons never before 
used. 

The rocket attack on Jeru¬ 
salem was unprecedent¬ 
ed, setting off the eerie 
wail of air raid sirens across 
the city shortly after the be¬ 
ginning of the Jewish sab¬ 
bath, a time when roads 
are empty. Police said the 
rocket landed in an open 
area southeast of the city. 


Earlier Friday, Hamas fired a 
rocket at Tel Aviv that also 
landed in an open area. 
Israel's two largest cities 
have never before been 
exposed to rocket fire from 
Hamas-ruled Gaza. 

Over the past three days, 


Israel has struck suspect¬ 
ed rocket-launching sites 
and other Hamas targets 
in Gaza with scores of air¬ 
strikes, while Hamas has 
fired more than 450 rockets 
toward Israel. In all, 27 Pal¬ 
estinians and three Israelis 
have been killed. 

On Friday, the Israeli army 
sent text messages to some 
12,000 Gaza residents 
warning them to steer clear 
of Hamas operatives. 

An attack on Jerusalem, 
claimed by both Israel and 


the Palestinians as their 
capital, was especially 
bold, both for its symbolism 
and its distance from the 
Palestinian territory. Locat¬ 
ed roughly 50 miles (80 kilo¬ 
meters) from the Gaza bor¬ 
der, Jerusalem had been 


thought to be beyond the 
range of Gaza rockets. 

“We are sending a short 
and simple message: There 
is no security for any Zionist 
on any single inch of Pales¬ 
tine and we plan more sur¬ 
prises,” said Abu Obeida, 
a spokesman for Hamas' 
armed wing. 

It marked a bit of a gamble 
for the militants. The rocket 
landed near the Palestin¬ 
ian city of Bethlehem and 
just a few miles from the 
revered Al-Aqsa Mosque in 


Jerusalem's Old City, one 
of Islam’s holiest sites. 
Hamas, an Iranian-backed 
group committed to Isra¬ 
el's destruction, was badly 
bruised during its last full- 
fledged confrontation with 
Israel four years ago that 
ended with an informal 
truce, although rocket fire 
and Israeli airstrikes on mili¬ 
tant operations continued 
sporadically. Just a few 
years ago, Palestinian rock¬ 
ets were limited to crude, 
homemade devices man¬ 
ufactured in Gaza. But in 
recent years, Hamas and 
other armed groups have 
smuggled in sophisticated, 
longer-range rockets from 
Iran and Libya, which has 
been flush with weapons 
since Moammar Gadhafi 
was ousted last year. 
Hamas said the rockets 
aimed at the two Israeli 
cities Friday were made in 
Gaza, a prototype the mili¬ 
tants call M-75, and have 
a range of about 50 miles. 
The Israeli military also re¬ 
leased a video of what it 
said was an attempt by 
Hamas to launch an un¬ 
manned drone aircraft. 
Neither weapon was previ¬ 
ously known to be used by 
Hamas. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu huddled 
with his emergency Cabi¬ 
net Friday night. Israeli me¬ 
dia reported the meeting 
approved a request from 
Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak to draft 75,000 re¬ 
servists. Earlier this week, 
the government approved 
a separate call-up of as 
many as 30,000 soldiersO 



A Palestinian Hamas militant walks in the rubble of the destroyed house of Hamas militant 
Mohammad Abu Shmala, following an Israeli air strike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Friday, Nov. 
16 , 2012 . 

(AP Photo/Eyad Baba) 
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Lawmakers voice new confidence in deficit deal 


Continued from front 


Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell came 
closest, telling reporters 


Obama ran for a new term 
calling for a “balanced 
approach” fo deficif re¬ 
duction that includes rais¬ 
ing taxes on income over 
$200,000 a year for indi¬ 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio approaches the micro¬ 
phones outside the White House in Washington on Friday, Nov. 
1 6, 2012, to speaks to reporters following their meeting with Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama to discuss the economy and the deficit. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


that while Republicans are 
willing to discuss increased 
revenue, most members of 
his party “believe we are in 
the dilemma we are in not 
because we tax too little 
but because we spend too 
much.” 

After the meeting. White 
House Press Secretary Jay 
Carney said, “Both sides 
agreed that while there 
may be differences in our 
preferred approaches, we 
will continue a constructive 
process to find a solution 
and come to a conclusion 
as soon as possible.” 

For all the expressions of 
optimism, it was unclear 
whether the Nov. 6 elec¬ 
tions and the prospect of 
the so-called fiscal cliff 
would serve as a strong 
enough catalyst for these 
talks to succeed where 
other recent attempts 
have failed. 


viduals and $250,000 for 
couples. And while the 
president has stated a 
willingness to pull federal 
savings out of benefit pro¬ 
grams including Medicare 
and Medicaid, Democratic 
leaders have been reluc¬ 
tant to go along. 

Raising taxes has long been 
anathema to Republicans, 
who say government’s 
spending must be cut to 
reduce deficits and taxes 
reduced to stimulate job 
creation in an economy 
where unemployment is 7.9 
percent. 

Boehner told reporters af¬ 
ter Friday’s meeting that he 
had outlined a framework 
for negotiations that “is con¬ 
sistent with the president’s 
call for a fair and balanced 
approach." He did not pro¬ 
vide details, except to say 
it “deals with reforming our 
tax code and reforming our 


spending," a reference to 
benefit programs such as 
Medicare and Medicaid. 
An aide said Boehner's ap¬ 
proach calls for agreement 
on long-term revenue and 
spending targets to be set 
into law, presumably this 
year, leaving details to 
2013 on an overhaul of the 
tax code and remaking 
benefit programs. 

“There is no more ‘let's do 


it some other time,'" said 
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, a Democrat, 
“We're going to do it now. 
... We feel very comfort¬ 
able with each other, and 
this isn’t something we’re 
going to wait until the last 
day of December to get it 
done.” 

Obama favors $1.6 trillion in 
higher taxes over the next 
decade, in part by allow¬ 


ing existing cuts to expire 
on Dec. 31 on higher in¬ 
comes. 

White House officials claim 
an overall deficit reduction 
package totaling more 
than $4 trillion, although 
that includes $1 trillion in 
spending cuts agreed to 
last year, and an addition¬ 
al $1 trillion in spending no 
longer needed for the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. □ 
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Tragedy strikes Texas parade honoring war heroes 


JUAN CARLOS LLORCA 
Associated Press 
MIDLAND, Texas (AP) — 

A parade float filled with 
wounded veterans and 
their spouses was inch¬ 
ing across a railroad track 
when the crossing gates 
began to lower and a 
freight train that seemed to 
come out of nowhere was 
suddenly bearing down on 
them, its horn blaring. 

Some of those seated on 
the float jumped off in wide- 
eyed terror just moments 
before the train crashed 
into the flatbed truck with a 
low whoosh and a thunder¬ 
ous crack. 

Four veterans — including 


an Army sergeant who ap¬ 
parently sacrificed his life to 
save his wife — were killed 
Thursday afternoon and 16 
people were injured in a 
scene of both tragedy and 
heroism. 

For some of the veterans 
who managed to jump 
clear of the wreck, train¬ 
ing and battlefield instinct 
instantly kicked in, and 
they rushed to help the in¬ 
jured, applying tourniquets 
and putting pressure on 
wounds. 

“They are trained for trage¬ 
dy," said Pam Shoemaker, 
who was with her husband, 
a special operations veter¬ 
an, on a float ahead of the 



Midland police, fire and sheriffs respond to an accident where a 
trailer carrying wounded veterans in a parade was struck by a 
train in Midland, Texas. 

(AP Photo/Tim Fischer) 

one that was hit. eral investigators were 

A day after the crash, fed- trying to determine how 


fast the train was going 
and whether the two-float 
parade had been given 
enough warning to clear 
the tracks. 

And locals were struggling 
to cope with a tragedy at 
the start of what was sup¬ 
posed to be a three-day 
weekend of banquets, 
deer hunting and shopping 
in appreciation of the vet¬ 
erans’ sacrifice. 

“It’s just a very tragic and 
sad thing,” said Michael 
McKinney of Show of Sup¬ 
port, the local charity that 
organizes the annual event 
and invited the two doz¬ 
en veterans of Iraq and 
Afghanistan.^ 
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Petraeus testifies CIA blamed terrorists for Libya attack 



Former CIA Director Gen. David Petraeus, right, followed by 
security agents, enters his home in Arlington, Va., Friday, Nov. 16, 
2012, after testifying on Capitol Hill before closed-door sessions 
of the Senate and House Intelligence Committees regarding the 
Sept. 11, 2012 attack of the US embassy in Libya. 

(AP Photo/Luis M. Alvarez) 


KIMBERLY DOZIER 
NEDRA PICKLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Testi¬ 
fying out of sight, ex-CIA Di¬ 
rector David Petraeus told 
Congress Friday that clas¬ 
sified intelligence showed 
the deadly raid on the U.S. 
Consulate in Libya was a 
terrorist attack but the ad¬ 
ministration withheld the 


suspected role of al-Qaida 
affiliates to avoid tipping 
them off. The recently re¬ 
signed spy chief explained 
that references to terror¬ 
ist groups suspected of 
carrying out the violence 
were removed from the 
public explanation of what 
caused the attack so as 
not to alert them that U.S. 
intelligence was on their 


NYC man sentenced 
to life in subway plot 


TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A New 

York City man, after reciting 
verses from the Quran rath¬ 
er than expressing remorse, 
was sentenced Friday to 
life in prison in a foiled 
2009 plot that authorities 
labeled one of the clos¬ 
est calls since the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks. Adis Medun- 
janin, a 28-year-old U.S. citi¬ 
zen from Bosnia, had faced 
a mandatory life term fol¬ 
lowing his conviction last 
year of conspiracy to use 
weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion and several other ter¬ 
rorism charges stemming 
from the al-Qaida-sanc- 
tioned scheme hatched 
with two former high school 


classmates. Appearing in 
federal court in Brooklyn, 
Medunjanin read from the 
Quran in Arabic for several 
minutes before U.S. District 
Judge John Gleeson inter¬ 
rupted and asked him if he 
intended to say anything in 
English. The defendant po¬ 
litely asked for more time to 
finish one verse, then shifted 
into a critique of American 
society and foreign policy. 
“What kind of system en¬ 
dorses torture?” he said, as 
some of his relatives wept in 
the gallery. “Is this really the 
best system that humanity 
ever produced?” 

He closed by saying, “I had 
nothing to do with any sub¬ 
way plot or bombing plot 
whatsoever. □ 


trail, according to lawmak¬ 
ers who attended Petrae¬ 
us' private briefings. He also 
said it initially was unclear 
whether the militants had 
infiltrated a demonstration 
to cover their attack. The 
retired four-star general 
addressed the House and 
Senate intelligence com¬ 
mittees in back-to-back, 
closed-door hearings as 
questions persist over what 
the Obama administration 
knew in the immediate af¬ 
termath of the Sept. 11 at¬ 
tacks and why its public 
description did not match 
intelligence agencies’ as¬ 
sessments. After the hear¬ 
ings, lawmakers who ques¬ 
tioned Petraeus said he 
testified that the CIA’s draft 
talking points in response 
to the assault on the diplo¬ 
matic post in Benghazi that 


killed four Americans re¬ 
ferred to it as a terrorist at¬ 
tack. Petraeus said that ref¬ 
erence was removed from 
the final version, although 
he wasn’t sure which fed¬ 
eral agency deleted it. 
Adding to the explana¬ 
tion, a senior U.S. official 
familiar with the drafting of 
the points said later that a 
reason the references to al- 
Qaida were deleted was 
that the information came 
from classified sources and 
the links were, and still are, 
tenuous. The administration 
also did not want to preju¬ 
dice a criminal investiga¬ 
tion in its early stages, that 
official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the official was not 
authorized to discuss the 
process publicly. 
Democrats said Petraeus 


made it clear the change 
was not done for political 
reasons during President 
Barack Obama’s re-elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

“The general was adamant 
there was no politicization 
of the process, no White 
House interference or po¬ 
litical agenda,” said Rep. 
Adam Schiff, D-Calif. “He 
completely debunked that 
idea.” But Republicans re¬ 
main critical of the admin¬ 
istration’s handling of the 
case. Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., said Petraeus’ testi¬ 
mony showed that “clearly 
the security measures were 
inadequate despite an 
overwhelming and grow¬ 
ing amount of information 
that showed the area in 
Benghazi was dangerous, 
particularly on the night of 
Sept. 11."□ 
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Cops: Man plotted attack during ‘Twilight’ movie 


H. HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — A 

southwest Missouri man ac¬ 
cused of plotting to shoot 
up a movie theater during 
the new “Twilight” film was 
charged Friday after his 
mother contacted police, 
telling them she worried her 
son had purchased weap¬ 
ons similar to those used 
during the fatal Colorado 
theater shooting. 

Blaec Lammers, 20, of Bo¬ 
livar, is charged with first- 
degree assault, making a 
terroristic threat and armed 
criminal action. He was 
jailed in Polk County on 
$500,000 bond. 

“Thankfully we had a re¬ 
sponsible family member 
or we mighf have had a 
different outcome," Bolivar 


Police Chief Steve Hamilton 
told The Associated Press. 
He said Lammers is under a 
doctor's care for mental ill¬ 
ness, and court documents 
said he was “off of his med¬ 
ication.” 



Blaec Lammers, 23, is accused 
of plotting to open fire inside 
a movie theater during a 
screening of the new “Twilight” 
film. (AP Photo/Polk County 
Sheriff's Department) 
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A phone message left by 
The Associated Press at 
Lammers' home wasn’t re¬ 
turned Friday. No attorney 
is listed for him in online 
court records. 

His mother contacted au¬ 
thorities Thursday, saying 
she worried that with this 
weekend's opening of the 
final film in the popular 
Vampire movie series, her 
son “may have intentions 
of shooting people at the 
movie,” police wrote in the 
probable cause statement. 
She said she thought the 
weapons — two assault ri¬ 
fles and hundreds of bullets 
— resembled those used 
by a gunman who opened 
fire inside a theater in Auro¬ 
ra, Colo., during the latest 
Batman movie in July. That 
attack killed 12 people. 


Lammers was questioned 
Thursday afternoon and 
told authorities he bought 
tickets to a Sunday “Twi¬ 
light” screening in Boli¬ 
var and planned to shoot 
people inside the theater. 
The town of roughly 10,000 
people is about 130 miles 
southeast of Kansas City. 
According to the probable 
cause statement, Lammers 
also planned to “just start 
shooting people at ran¬ 
dom” at a Walmart store 
less than a mile away. He 
said he’d purchased two 
assault rifles and 400 rounds 
of ammunition, and if he 
ran out of bullets, he would 
“just break the glass where 
the ammunition is being 
stored and get some more 
and keep shooting until po¬ 
lice arrived,” investigators 


wrote. 

Lammers stated he wanted 
to stab a Walmart employ¬ 
ee to death and followed 
an employee around a 
Walmart store before of¬ 
ficers got involved in 2009, 
according to police. 

When asked about recent 
shootings in the news, Lam¬ 
mers told police “he had 
a lot in common with the 
people that have been in¬ 
volved in those shootings,” 
the probable cause state¬ 
ment said. Investigators 
also wrote that Lammers 
said he “was quiet, kind of 
a loner, had recently pur¬ 
chased firearms and didn’t 
tell anybody about it, and 
had homicidal thoughts." 
Policesaid Lammers bought 
one firearm Monday and 
another Tuesday.Q 


NY prosecutor admits he acted in 
1970s porn films 


CORTLAND, New York (AP) 

— A prosecutor in upstate 
New York has admitted 
that he acted in porno¬ 
graphic movies in the 1970s 
then lied when questioned 
about it during his second 
campaign. 

Mark Suben, the district at¬ 
torney in Cortland County 
near Syracuse since 2008, 
held a news conference 
Friday to say he had lied 
about his past in the days 
before this year’s election. 
“Recently materials have 
been circulated alleging 
that I was involved in the 
adult film industry about 
40 years ago in New York. 
Those allegations are true,” 
he said. “I was an actor in 
adult films for a short period 
in the early 70s. I was also 
an actor in other venues 
including off Broadway, 
soap operas and commer¬ 
cial advertisements.” 

He apologized for his ac¬ 
tions and said he used 



Cortland County District 
Attorney Mark Suben in 
Cortland County, N.Y. Suben 
on Friday, Nov. 16, 2012 
admitted that he acted in 
pornographic movies in 
the 1970s then lied when 
questioned about it during his 
second campaign. 

(AP Photo/Bob Ellis) 


“bad judgment” by acting 
in porn and by lying about 
it. He wouldn’t take ques¬ 
tions, including whether he 
should resign. On his way 
out of the news confer¬ 
ence, several people said 


“You lied to me, Mark." 
Suben's spokeswoman, Ai- 
mee Milks, said Suben will 
not resign. 

WSTM-TV in Syracuse pub¬ 
lished a story Friday that 
said Suben had acted 
under his name and the 
pseudonym Gus Thomas. 
That news story followed a 
posting on YouTube that 
compared images of Sub¬ 
en with Thomas. 

“A few weeks ago, when 
asked, I denied this to 
members of the press,” 
Suben said. “I regret that 
and I apologize for it. I was 
shocked and embarrassed 
to be confronted with this 
so many years later. I was 
embarrassed for my fam¬ 
ily and friends who have 
stood by me. I also denied 
my actions to my family, 
my friends and my staff.” 
The IMDB online database 
says Suben and Thomas 
are linked and classified as 
alternate names.Q 
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Dozen House women defend Rice over Libya comments 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 
publican senators' angry 
criticism of U.N. Ambassa¬ 
dor Susan Rice over her ini¬ 
tial account of the deadly 
Sept. 11 attack in Libya 
smacks of sexism and rac¬ 
ism, a dozen female mem¬ 
bers of the House said Fri¬ 
day. 

In unusually personal terms, 
the Democratic women 
lashed out at Sens. John 
McCain and Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham who earlier this week 
called Rice unqualified and 
untrustworthy and promised 
to scuttle her nomination if 
President Barack Obama 
nominates her to succeed 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

“All of the things they have 
disliked about things that 
have gone on in the admin¬ 
istration, they have never 
called a male unqualified, 
not bright, not trustworthy,” 
said Rep. Marcia Fudge, 
the next chairwoman of the 
Congressional Black Cau¬ 
cus. “There is a clear sex¬ 
ism and racism that goes 
with these comments being 
made by unfortunately Sen. 
McCain and others.” 

At a Capitol Hill news con¬ 
ference, the female law¬ 
makers, the majority of 
them African American 
like Rice, suggested that 


the Republicans are bitter 
about Obama's re-elec¬ 
tion and taking it out on 
U.N. ambassador. 

“To batter this woman be¬ 
cause they don't feel they 
have the ability to batter 
President Obama is some¬ 
thing we the women are 
not going to stand by and 
watch,” said Rep. Gwen 
Moore. “Their feckless and 
reckless speculation is un¬ 
worthy of their offices as 
senators.” 

For weeks, the criticism 
of Rice has focused on 
her comments about the 
Libya attack. The lawmak¬ 
ers’ contention that the 
ambassador’s race and 
sex are factors come just 
over a week after an elec¬ 
tion when women and 
minorities heavily favored 
Obama and Democrats. 
The Democratic women 
directed particular ire 
against McCain, who said 
Rice was “not being very 
bright” in her comments. 
The women pointed out 
that Rice was a Rhodes 
scholar who graduated 
tops in her Stanford Uni¬ 
versity class whereas Mc¬ 
Cain was in the bottom of 
his class at the U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

McCain, who was at¬ 
tending the Halifax Inter¬ 
national Security Forum, 
was questioned about 


Idaho 4 th graders faces 
marked for poor grades 

Associated Press News of Twin Falls. “He 


DECLO, Idaho (AP) — A 

fourth-grade teacher in 
southern Idaho is being crit¬ 
icized after having her stu¬ 
dents use permanent mark¬ 
ers to draw on the faces of 
classmates who failed to 
meet reading goals. 

Some parents and adminis¬ 
trators say the punishments 
given to nine students in 
Summer Larsen’s class were 
inappropriate and left the 
children feeling shamed. 
Cindy Hurst said recently 
her 10-year-old son came 
home from school Nov. 5 
with his entire face — in¬ 
cluding his eyelids — scrib¬ 
bled on with green, red and 
purple markers. “He was hu¬ 
miliated, he hung his head 
and wanted to go wash his 
face,” Hurst told The Times- 


knows he’s a slow reader. 
Now he thinks he should be 
punished for it.” 

Larsen, who has taught 
at the school for six years, 
didn’t respond to requests 
for comment. But Cassia 
County School District Su¬ 
perintendent Gaylen Smy- 
er confirmed what took 
place in her classroom, 
though he didn't name 
Larsen. The students were 
allowed to choose their 
own incentive to meet the 
reading goal, but instead 
of a reward, the class 
chose a punishment: Stu¬ 
dents who failed to meet 
the goal could either stay 
inside at recess until it was 
met, or have their faces 
written on by classmates 
who met the goalsO 


the lawmakers’ criticism. 
“I think they are entitled 
to their opinions,” he said. 
A spokesman for Graham 
had no immediate reac¬ 


tion to the remarks. 

In a separate appearance 
after a briefing on Libya, 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the 
chairwoman of the Senate 


Intelligence Committee, 
said the growing criticism of 
Rice “is almost as if the at¬ 
tempt is to assassinate her 
character.” McCain, Gra¬ 
ham and Sen. Kelly Ayotte 
also have been pressing for 
a Watergate-style special 
congressional committee 
to investigate the Libyan 
raid. On Friday, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
rejected the idea, saying 
the ongoing investigations 
by House and Senate com¬ 
mittees are sufficient and 
should be allowed to pro¬ 
ceed. “The elections are 
over; it is time to put an 
end to the partisan politici¬ 
zation of national security 
and begin working togeth¬ 
er to strengthen our efforts 
to dismantle and destroy 
the terrorist networks that 
threaten us,” Reid wrote in 
a letter to McCain. □ 



U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Susan Rice listens during a news 
conference at the UN. Republican senators’ angry criticism of 
Rice over her initial account of the deadly Sept. 11 attack in 
Libya smacks of sexism and racism, a dozen female members of 
the House said Friday. 

(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 
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Merkel, Putin meet amid tension over rights issues 


VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on 
Friday shot back at visiting 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel for raising questions 
about the imprisonment of 
the Pussy Riot punk provo¬ 
cateurs, suggesting she was 
poorly informed about the 
group’s true nature. 

The exchange at a Russian- 
German business forum in 
Moscow came in the wake 
of growing German criticism 
of Russia's human rights re¬ 
cord and its moves to crack 
down on dissent. 

Germany’s parliament 

passed a resolution last week 
that linked Russia’s rollback 
on democratic freedoms 
to Putin's return to the presi¬ 
dency in May and urged the 
German government to take 
a tougher stance in dealing 
with Russia. 

Asked about German criti¬ 
cism of Russia’s human rights 
and democracy record, 
Merkel said it reflected Ger¬ 
many's sense of engage¬ 
ment and its deep interest in 
Russia’s development. 

“It won’t make our friend¬ 


ship better if we sweep 
everything under the car¬ 
pet and don’t discuss it,” 
Merkel said, adding that 
not all criticism should im¬ 
mediately be viewed as 
destructive. 

At the forum, Merkel 


raised cautious criticism of 
the two-year prison sen¬ 
tences imposed on two 
members of the band 
Pussy Riot for a guerrilla 
performance in Moscow’s 
main cathedral of a so- 
called “punk prayer” en¬ 


treating the Virgin Mary to 
save Russia from Putin. 
“Having to go to a pris¬ 
on camp for two years 
for that — this would not 
have happened in Ger¬ 
many,” she added. 

But Putin asked whether 
Merkel knew that one of 
the women had previous¬ 
ly taken part in a perfor¬ 
mance-art demonstration 
where several dolls repre¬ 
senting migrant workers 
and homosexuals, one 
of them also identified as 
Jewish, were hung from 
nooses. 

The 2008 demonstration 
was actually in support of 
those groups, but Putin in¬ 
terpreted it differently. 
“We cannot support, with 
you, people who take an 
anti-Semitic position,” Pu¬ 
tin said. That argument 
bore echoes of the band 
members' convictions on 
charges that the cathe¬ 
dral performance was 
hooliganism to debase a 
religion. The Kremlin has 
launched a wide-ranging 
crackdown on dissent 
since Putin's inaugura¬ 
tion for a third presidential 


term in May, issuing a series 
of repressive bills intended to 
discourage people from tak¬ 
ing part in unauthorized pro¬ 
tests, re-criminalize slander, 
impose new tight restrictions 
on non-government organi¬ 
zations and widely expand 
the definition of treason. 
Merkel said after later talks 
with Putin in the Kremlin that 
she expressed her concern 
about Russia's legislative 
moves, adding that a frank 
discussion was essential to 
improve mutual understand¬ 
ing. 

Putin, in his turn, lashed out 
at the European Union’s 
energy market regulations 
intended to boost competi¬ 
tion in the energy market, 
describing it as “harmful” 
and discriminatory against 
Russia’s state-controlled gas 
monopoly, Gazprom. 

At the same time, Putin em¬ 
phasized a desire to forge 
even closer economic ties 
with Germany, Russia’s No. 
1 trading partner. After the 
meeting, Russian and Ger¬ 
man officials signed a se¬ 
ries of agreements in en¬ 
ergy, transport and other 
spheres.Q 



Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel meet in the Kremlin in Moscow, Friday, Nov. 
16, 2012. Vladimir Putin on Friday shot back at visiting Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Angela Merkel for raising questions about the 
imprisonment of the Pussy Riot punk provocateurs, suggesting 
she was poorly informed about the group’s true nature. 

(AP Photo/Maxim Shemetov) 
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Protesters in Jordan demand ouster of the king 



A demonstrator shouts slogans at riot police during a demon¬ 
stration against a government proposal to raise fuel prices, in 
Amman, Jordan, Nov. 16,2012. Friday marked the fourth day of 
protests across the kingdom. 

(Tara Todras-Whitehill/The New York Times) 

Egypt's Morsi toughens rhetoric on Israel 


DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
© 2012 New York Times 

AMMAN, Jordan - A wave 
of demonstrations against 
King Abdullah II set off by an 
increase in fuel prices ap¬ 
peared to reach its peak on 
Friday without having won 
any concessions from the 
monarchy. 

Several thousand protesters 
gathered Friday in a cen¬ 
tral square of Amman, the 
capital, to chant slogans 
calling for the king's ouster, 
a demand that just three 
weeks ago organizers had 
deemed far too controver¬ 
sial and legally risky under 
Jordan’s strict sedition laws. 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s Is¬ 
lamist president delivered his 
fiercest condemnation yet 
of Israel's offensive in Gaza 
on Friday, warning that the 
blood Israel sheds will be a 
“curse upon it” and present¬ 
ing post-revolution Egypt as 
the new Arab champion for 
the Palestinians. 
Mohammed Morsi spoke in 
a speech at a mosque af¬ 
ter weekly Friday prayers, 
dramatically stepping up 
his rhetoric against Israel 
hours after his prime minis¬ 
ter visited Gaza in a show of 
support for its Flamas rulers. 
After Friday prayers, thou¬ 
sands marched in Cairo in 
support of Palestinians. 

Morsi, a veteran of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood group that 
opposes Israel, has been try¬ 
ing to walk a middle path 
amid the first major crisis with 
Israel since he took office in 
late June. At the same time, 
Morsi feels pressure not to 
go too far and risk straining 
ties with Israel’s ally, the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

At the same time, Morsi ap¬ 
pears to be trying to turn 
the crisis to his advantage, 


by depicting Egypt as the 
Arab world's main protec¬ 
tor of the Palestinians, af¬ 
ter years under Mubarak, 
who was closely tied to 
Israel and opposed to the 
Flamas militant group. 
“Egyptians love peace 
... but they have always 
been able to fend off ag¬ 
gressors and protect the 
land, the nation and the 
Muslim world,” he said in 
his address at a mosque 


near his home in a Cairo 
suburb. 

“We say to the aggres¬ 
sor, peace will never be 
achieved through ag¬ 
gression ... because war 
does not build stability or 
peace,” Morsi said. “This 
blood will be a curse on 
you," he said as the crowd 
in the mosque chanted, 
“God is great” and “With 
our blood and souls, we 
sacrifice for Palestine. 


“Gadhafi, Ben Ali and 
Mubarak all left,” the crowd 
chanted, referring to the 
former leaders of Libya, Tu¬ 
nisia and Egypt. “Abdullah, 
go, go.” 

Protests similar to those in 
Amman took place in cit¬ 
ies and towns around the 
country, as well as at the fu¬ 
neral for a young man shot 
by the police after a dem¬ 
onstration Tuesday night. 
Since the end of World War 
I, Jordan's monarchy has 
been an island of relative 
stability in the perpetually 
stormy Middle East, and 
King Abdullah may be 
Washington’s closest ally 
in the region. As a pivotal 
buffer between Iraq, Syria 
and Israel, Jordan is the 
only other Arab state be¬ 
sides Egypt to recognize Is¬ 
rael. It also relies heavily on 
U.S. foreign aid. This week's 
demonstrations have been 
the sharpest challenge to 
the king’s rule since the 
start of the Arab Spring re¬ 
volts. 

But the crowd in Amman, 
which appeared to be 


largely middle class and 
led by organizers from the 
secular opposition, was still 
palpably more timid than 
the mobs that ultimately 
brought down other Arab 
autocrats. 

Some demonstrators de¬ 
bated whether they would 
accept merely a restora¬ 
tion of the fuel subsidies or 
a purge of corrupt officials, 
or whether, as the chant¬ 
ers demanded, they should 
hold out for the king's abdi¬ 
cation. Many in the crowd 
displayed a fear of the se¬ 
curity forces, a crucial bar¬ 
rier that was overcome in 
the other Arab revolts. The 
arrival of a few hundred riot 
police officers almost pro¬ 
voked a stampede from 
the crowd, even though 
the police never ad¬ 
vanced. 

Calls from a protest leader 
to demonstrate fearless¬ 
ness by clapping did little 
to dispel the sense of anxi¬ 
ety; the leaders broke up 
the demonstration a few 
moments later, after only 
about two hours. □ 
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US Embassy warns Americans 
of possible attacks in Greece 


Italian political parties 
ask for early elections 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

The U.S. Embassy in Athens 
updated its travel advice 
Friday for American citizens 
visiting Greek cities, warn¬ 
ing them to beware of fhe 
possibility of “unprovoked 
harassment and violent at¬ 


tacks" against people who 
could be mistaken for for¬ 
eign migrants. 

Greece has seen an in¬ 
crease in racist violence 
over the past year, with 
dark-skinned migrants at¬ 
tacked by groups of men 
armed with metal bars, 
knives and wooden bats. 
Tens of thousands of mi¬ 
grants have also been 
rounded up by police in a 
government crackdown 
on illegal immigration. 

The country has also seen 
a rise in popularity of the 


extreme nationalist Golden 
Dawn party, which went 
from a fringe group in 2009 
elections to win nearly 7 
percent of the vote and 
18 seats in the 300-mem- 
ber Parliament in June. The 
party advocates that all 


immigrants should be ex¬ 
pelled, but denies its mem¬ 
bers have been involved in 
racist attacks. 

In a security message, the 
embassy said the State De¬ 
partment’s travel section 
had been “updated to in¬ 
form U.S. citizens of a rise 
in unprovoked harassment 
and violent attacks against 
persons who, because of 
their complexion, are per¬ 
ceived to be foreign mi¬ 
grants. U.S. citizens most 
at risk are those of African, 
Asian, Hispanic, or Middle 


Eastern descent in Athens 
and other major cities.” 

The travel advice on 
Greece also said the em¬ 
bassy “has confirmed re¬ 
ports of U.S. African-Amer¬ 
ican citizens detained by 
police authorities conduct¬ 


ing sweeps for illegal immi¬ 
grants in Athens." 

Tourism is a major source of 
revenue in Greece, and the 
country is sensitive to any 
travel advice that might af¬ 
fect visitors. The country is 
struggling through a deep 
financial crisis that has left 
one in four Greeks out of 
work and the country fac¬ 
ing a sixth year of a reces¬ 
sion. “Greece was and 
remains a safe country," 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Grigoris Delavekouras said 
in a statement. □ 



Egyptian immigrants protest outside the Egyptian embassy in central Athens on Friday, Nov. 16, 
2012, following a wave of racially-motivated attacks against North African immigrants in Greece. 

(AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 


FRANCES D'EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italian po¬ 
litical parties anxious to 
take back power from the 
non-elected government 
pressed Friday for early 
elections, but the president 
gave little hope he would 
grant their wish without ma¬ 
jor voting reforms. 

Premier Mario Monti took 
office exactly a year ago 
with the task of keeping It¬ 
aly from succumbing to the 
eurozone debt crisis, rais¬ 
ing taxes and introducing 
tough cuts and pension re¬ 
forms. Though he is largely 
backed by the public and 


politicians, several parties 
have clamored for an early 
vote — notable among 
them the party of former 
leader Silvio Berlusconi, 
who bowed to market 
pressure and made way for 
Monti to replace him. 

At a meeting with Monti 
and the heads of Parlia¬ 
ment’s two chambers on 
Friday, President Giorgio 
Napolitano insisted law¬ 
makers must first reform 
Italy’s electoral system to 
guarantee the vote would 
result in a stable govern¬ 
ment before he would call 
for an election ahead of 
the scheduled April dateO 


UK vote for police chiefs 
may reach a record low 


LONDON (AP) — The voting 
booths were empty and 
deep piles of ballot papers 
were left untouched — 
Britain named its first-ever 
elected police and crime 
commissioners Friday, 
but voter turnout was the 
lowest in recent history. 
Though the commissioners 
will be responsible across 
most of England and 
Wales for appointing 
chief constables and 
setting budgets for police 
departments, Thursday's 
vote failed to stir interest. 
Authorities said that in the 
southwestern England 
county of Wiltshire — the 
first area to announce its 
results — just 15.8 percent 
of people eligible to vote 
had taken part. 

By contrast, Britain’s 2010 
national election had a 


turnout of 65 percent of 
eligible voters. A previous 
low, a 1999 election for 
the European Parliament, 
saw a turnout in Britain 
of 24 percent. Prime 
Minister David Cameron’s 
government had hailed 
U.S.-style elected police 
commissioners, along with 
directly elected city mayors, 
as ways of shifting power 
away from Parliament and 
into the hands of local 
communities. But voters in 
several cities rejected the 
plan for mayors earlier this 
year, and the police votes 
failed to generate much 
enthusiasm. 

Cameron defended the 
elections, saying “the 
turnout was always going 
to be low, when you’re 
electing a new post for the 
first time.”Q 
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A Japan Coast Guard ship patrols around disputed islands, 
called Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, in the East China 
Sea, Thursday, Nov. 15, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Kyodo News) 

Regional hotlines eyed 
amid Asian island fight 


European nations debating to 
overturn Syria arms embargo 


JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — Indonesia asked 
Southeast Asian countries 
and China on Friday to es¬ 
tablish emergency com¬ 
munication lines to allow 
officials to rapidly contain 
any potential outbreak of 
violence in disputed South 
China Sea territories as a 
solution to the long-unre¬ 
solved conflicts remained 
elusive. 

Indonesian Foreign Min¬ 
ister Marty Natalegawa 
made the call on the eve 
of an annual summit of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations in the Cam¬ 
bodian capital, Phnom 
Penh, where the territorial 
conflicts were expected to 
dominate the discussions 
on a range of regional con¬ 
cerns that include human 
rights and a proposed re¬ 
gional free-trade pact. 

The disputes have long 
been feared as Asia’s next 
potential flashpoint. 
Indonesia’s proposal re¬ 
flects growing apprehen¬ 
sion over a lack of a clear 
prospect of immediately 
resolving the overlapping 
territorial claims by China, 
Taiwan and four countries 
belonging to the 10-mem- 
ber ASEAN — Brunei, Ma¬ 
laysia, the Philippines and 
Vietnam — in the South 


China Sea. 

While all the rival claimants 
have pledged to peaceful¬ 
ly resolve their disputes, Na¬ 
talegawa feared an acci¬ 
dental clash could get out 
of hand if governments did 
not have lines of communi¬ 
cations devoted to rapidly 
contain an outbreak of vio¬ 
lence. 

Top officials and authorities 
should set up hotlines and 
commit to talk and take 
steps to extinguish any vio¬ 
lence that might erupt, he 
said. 

“It’s just a simple commit¬ 
ment, political commit¬ 
ment by countries of ASEAN 
and China that if there 
were to be future incidents, 
let’s pick up the phone and 
chat and discuss what has 
happened," Natalegawa 
said. 

“The real challenge for us 
is miscalculation, misun¬ 
derstanding, mispercep¬ 
tion,” he told reporters 
after meeting his ASEAN 
counterparts over dinner in 
Phnom Penh. “When there 
are issues, it's the time for 
diplomacy to work, not to 
shut down.” China and the 
ASEAN signed a nonbind¬ 
ing declaration in 2002 that 
urged rival governments 
to avoid acts that touch 
off violent confrontations, 
including occupying new 
islands or reefs. □ 


DAVID STRINGER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Euro¬ 
pean nations are discuss¬ 
ing whether to overturn 
an arms embargo on Syria 
and seeking to press Arab 
countries and the United 
States for a new impetus to 
end the deadly 20-month 
conflict, Britain’s foreign 
policy chief said Friday. 
British Foreign Secretary Wil¬ 
liam Plague met in London 
with Mouaz al-Khatib, head 
of the new Syrian National 
Coalition for Opposition 
and Revolutionary Forces, 
but said the U.K. would not 
yet join France in officially 
recognizing the opposition 
group as the representa¬ 
tive of Syria's people. 
Officials from the U.S., 
France, Germany, Qatar, 
Turkey and other nations 
were attending meetings 
in London with the new op¬ 
position group, aimed at 
determining how better to 
support opponents of Syr¬ 
ian President Bashar Assad 
and to stress the need for 
the opposition fighters to 
respect human rights. 

“We cannot stand still, 
we cannot just say we will 
leave things as they are in 
Syria, because it is a grave¬ 
ly deteriorating situation,” 
Plague told reporters. “Flow 
we respond has to be 
well judged, well thought 
through.” 

Though Britain has insisted 
so far that it will not supply 
weapons to Syria’s rebels. 
Plague confirmed that its 
National Security Coun¬ 
cil had discussed whether 
a European Union arms 
embargo could be lifted. 
The issue is likely to be dis¬ 
cussed at a meeting of Eu¬ 
ropean foreign ministers on 
Monday. 


Since May 2011, the EU 
has imposed a ban on the 
export of weapons and 
equipment to Syria which 
could be used for “inter¬ 
nal repression.” In July, the 
27-nation bloc asked mem¬ 
bers to stop and inspect 
any ships or aircraft bound 
for Syria that they suspect 
could be carrying arms. 
France has already raised 
the possibility of sending 
“defensive weapons” to 
Syria’s rebels. “We must 
not militarize the conflict 


... but it's obviously unac¬ 
ceptable that there are lib¬ 
erated zones and they’re 
bombed" by Assad’s re¬ 
gime, French Foreign Min¬ 
ister Laurent Fabius said 
Thursday in an interview 
with RTL radio. 

Plowever, a senior EU of¬ 
ficial said if an arms em¬ 
bargo against Syria was re¬ 
structured to allow arms to 
go to rebels but not to the 
regime, it would be very 
difficult to police. 

For that reason, the EU is 
unlikely to change the em¬ 
bargo, the official said. Fie 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 


nymity because of stand¬ 
ing EU rules. 

Russia, which has backed 
Assad’s regime by veto¬ 
ing action at the United 
Nations Security Council, 
has warned that shipping 
weapons to rebels would 
violate international law. 
Russia’s President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin warned the West 
against pushing for Assad 
ouster, saying it might 
plunge the country into 
chaos. 

“We believe that it’s nec- 


(AP Photo/ John Stillwell/Pool) 

essary to first agree about 
the future, reach an un¬ 
derstanding on how the 
rights of different ethnic 
and religious groups will be 
protected, and only then 
make changes," Putin said 
after talks in the Kremlin 
with German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel. 

“Not the other way round: 
oust Assad and think what 
to do next.” 

The U.N. Security Council 
hasn’t imposed any arms 
embargo on Syria, amid 
Russia’s and China’s refusal 
to back tough measures 
against Assad.Q 



Britain's Foreign Secretary William Hague shakes hands for the 
cameras with head of the new Syrian National Coalition for 
Opposition and Revolutionary Forces Mouaz al-Khatib before a 
meeting on the continuing conflict in Syria, at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth office in Whitehall central Friday Nov. 16, 2012. 
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Dutch fighter in Colombia peace talks role 


LIBARDO CARDONA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Tanja Nijmeijer, 34, is a 
middle-class child of the 
Netherlands who for the 
past decade has been 
mixed up in a Latin Ameri¬ 
can revolution as a jungle 
fighter, at least once nar¬ 
rowly escaping death in a 
military bombardment. 

And though her current 
role in the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colom¬ 
bia is not exactly clear, Ni¬ 
jmeijer is drawing plenty of 
attention within the rebel 
delegation for peace talks 
that are set to begin Mon¬ 
day in Havana. 

Colombian government 
officials privately grumble 
that Nijmeijer, the only 
known rebel fighter from 
outside Latin America, will 
be an unwelcome distrac¬ 
tion at the talks on ending 
a half-century-old conflict 
that has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives. 

Nijmeijer is expected to 
play some sort of a public 
relations role, putting an in¬ 
ternational face on a peas¬ 
ant-based movement with 
no fluent English speakers in 
its top ranks. 


“They say I’m here because 
I've been in the FARC for 10 
years, am a guerrilla and 
speak English. I can trans¬ 
late our documents. That's 


useful,” the Dutch newspa¬ 
per Trouw quoted her as 
saying in an interview pub¬ 
lished last weekend. 

Her PR value to the insur¬ 
gents was evident in a You¬ 


Tube music video the FARC 
released early this month to 
mark her arrival in Cuba. In 
it, she raps with other reb¬ 
els, then sings and strums 


guitar in a ballad honoring 
slain former FARC field mar¬ 
shal Jorge Briceno. 

“She is going to be a very 
useful woman,” said Jorge 
Enrique Botero, an indepen¬ 
dent Colombian journalist 
who first met her in 2003, 
a year after she joined the 
Western Hemisphere’s old¬ 
est active insurgency. “She 
is physically very strong and 
is full of political convic¬ 
tion, which is reflected in 
each and every one of her 
words." 

A former Romance lan¬ 
guage major, she speaks 
German, French and Italian 
in addition to English, Span¬ 
ish and her native Dutch, 
he says. 

Nijmeijer is wanted for arrest 
in Colombia on rebellion 
charges but that warrant 
was suspended during the 
peace talks at the govern¬ 
ment’s request, said Co¬ 
lombia’s chief prosecutor, 
Eduardo Montealegre. 

The United States has not, 
however, lifted an arrest 
warrant that names her 
as a co-conspirator in the 
hostage-holding of three 
U.S. military contractors 
who were captive for five 
years until their 2008 rescue 
along with former presi¬ 
dential candidate Ingrid 
Betancourt. □ 
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Dutch rebel Tanja Nijmeijer from the FARC, right, poses with an¬ 
other member of the FARC delegation Jesus Santrich as she ar¬ 
rives to Havana, Cuba. 

(AP Photo/Anncol) 


LATIN & CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 
Uruguay congress sees pot law 

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay (AP) — Uruguay came one step 
closer to turning the government into the country’s lead¬ 
ing pot dealer this week, as lawmakers formally introduced 
to Congress a framework for regulating the production, 
sale and consumption of marijuana. The proposal is much 
more liberal than what Uruguay's government initially pro¬ 
posed months ago, when President Jose Mujica said only 
the government would be allowed to sell pot. The draft 
law would instead create a National Cannabis Institute 
with the power to license individuals and companies to 
produce and sell marijuana for recreational, medicinal or 
industrial uses. □ 

Ecuador rejects donkey candidate 

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — The demand of dozens of citizens 
has been denied in the Ecuadorean city of Guayaquil: 
There will be no jackass running for the legislature. At least 
40 people paraded their candidate through the city’s 
streets to the electoral council offices. Mr. Burro even wore 
a tie. But officials refused to even let them in the door on 
Thursday, even though backers had dummied up a mock 
voter registration card showing the candidate’s photo 
superimposed on a man wearing a business suit. Donkey 
backer Daniel Molina told local television stations the goal 
was to call voters’ attention to the seriousness of the Feb¬ 
ruary election, not to insult any party,Q 

Preaching ban on Jamaican buses 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — Jamaica’s state-owned bus 
company is putting the brakes on lay ministers preaching 
to weary commuters, heading to and from work on the 
bus. Transit company director Hardley Lewin has told his 
drivers to politely ask religious people to stop evangelizing 
to captive audiences on buses. He says customers have 
complained that they feel harassed by preachers who 
sometimes loudly evangelize on buses in the overwhelm¬ 
ingly Christian island of about 2.8 million people. □ 

Quito cancels it’s bullfight festival 

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — Organizers of the annual bullfight¬ 
ing festival in Ecuador's capital are calling it quits a year 
after it stopped killing bulls in accordance with the will of 
voters. Ecuador approved a 2011 ballot question banning 
the killing of animals for entertainment. The Quito festival 
had run for 52 years, attracting top bullfighters and gener¬ 
ating about $15 million in revenues over six days. This year’s 
festival was to have begun Dec. 1. In a letter to the mayor, 
organizers blamed the cancellation announced Friday on 
the killing ban and continued opposition to the spectacle. 
More than 40 bulls were killed during past fights. Bullfight¬ 
ing will continue in some smaller Ecuadorean townsO 

Venezuela buying Chinese planes 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez said Thursday that his air force has started receiv¬ 
ing new Chinese-made military transport planes that his 
government decided to buy in response to a U.S. ban on 
weapons deals with his country. Chavez said during a tele¬ 
vised Cabinet meeting that the first two of the Y-8 planes 
that Venezuela has bought from China have arrived. 
Chavez has turned to Russia and China for military equip¬ 
ment, spending billions of dollars on fighter jets, transport 
planes, radar systems, helicopters and assault rifles. Q 























Team Aruba returns Monster Truck Show to Aruba fans! 


ORANJESTAD: What started 
out many years ago as a 
fundraiser for Team Aruba 
Racing, also known as The 
Brute Racing Organization 
in Aruba, quickly became 
a marquee event for the 
nation of Aruba. In 2000 
and prior years. Team Aru¬ 
ba regularly held a huge 
Monster Truck Show, which 
served the double purpose 
of entertaining fans and 
raising funds for their rac¬ 
ing operation. However, 
the event, beloved by fans 
across Aruba, seemed to 
be a thing of the past after 
over a decade since the 
last showing. This year, in 
response to imploring fans. 
Team Aruba once again 
brought Monster Trucks to 
Aruba. 

‘The Return of Monster 
Trucks 2012 in Aruba’ was 
a huge success, featur¬ 
ing six of the top names 
in Monster Truck includ¬ 
ing: Bigfoot #18, Avenger, 
Lucas Oil Stabilizer, Star 
Marshall (driven by the 
world’s youngest Monster 
Truck driver, Cody Holman, 
age 17) and Chalkboard 
Chuck. Also in the Aruba 
show, making its first ever 
live appearance, was Big¬ 
foot #19. On top of the 
Monster Truck excitement, 
the show also featured Tim 
Dyson, a FMX Stunt Rider 
who performed back flips 
on his motocross bike, and 
Radical Rodriguez, a per¬ 
formance clown, who kept 
the crowd thoroughly en¬ 
tertained. 

“Well, after a year's of hard 
work, we have successfully 
executed an awesome 
show,” told Team Aruba 
driver, Trevor Eman, who 
also orchestrated much 
of ‘The Return of Monster 
Trucks’. “Everything started 
with the ideas about a year 
ago and it all slowly fell 
into place. We were able 
to exhibit local talent in 
Aruba along with the Mon¬ 


ster Trucks from the United 
States. Altogether it was a 
great show.” 

Local talent included for¬ 
mer Team Aruba driver Burt 
Kelkboom, who performed 
jumping stunts in his KTM 
Dune Buggy. The show 
also featured longtime 
Team Aruba/Brute Racing 
member Mike Profet who 
performed the ‘Steel Wall’ 
stunt in which he drove his 
stunt vehicle into a verti¬ 
cally positioned car, flip¬ 
ping it completely over his 
vehicle. Dirt bike and quad 
competitions by the Aruba 




Dirt Riders highlighted other 
Aruban talent. 

“As the Monster Trucks 
made their way to Florida 
to be shipped to Aruba, 
they made a pit stop in 
Union, SC,” added Eman. 
“There we held a display, 
open to the public, for our 
stateside home base in or¬ 
der to show gratitude to 
the town of Union, SC for 
how well they welcomed 
us in their town when we 
set up shop there. 

“When the monster trucks 
arrived in Aruba a parade 
was organized. It started 
at the harbor area where 
the trucks were unloaded 
from the ships and ended 
at the Renaissance Mar¬ 
ket Place shopping mall 


where the trucks were set 
on display for three days. 
Thousands of people came 
out to watch these monster 
trucks as they drove down 
the street that was led by 
police escort. It was a sight 
to see!" Continuing past 
traditions, Eman and crew 
organized promotional 
campaigns to rouse ex¬ 
citement for ‘The Return of 
Monster Trucks 2012’. In the 
kids coloring contest, each 
child who entered would 
color a Monster Truck post¬ 
er. The winners would get 
prizes and free tickets to 
the show. A separate pro¬ 
motion put recycling efforts 
at the forefront. Families 
could collect recyclables 
and turn them in for tickets 


to the show. Eman notes 
that both campaigns were 
a huge success. 

“The highlight of the entire 
event was probably the 
DC-3 airplane,” added 
Eman. “We were able to 
obtain an old DC-3 that 
has been out of commis¬ 
sion for some decades 
now. It was placed as the 
center point of the are¬ 
na. Dirt ramps were build 
around it and over its wings 
for the Monster Trucks to 
jump over and for the dirt 
riders to race over. On the 
final night of the show the 
Monster Trucks slammed 
on top of the wings rip¬ 
ping them off and Avenger 
even slammed into the tail 
wing ripping it down. The 


crowds loved it. 

“All the trucks put on a 
great show. Avenger made 
its introduction to the show 
by jumping over the wall 
into the arena. To try to top 
that off, the Bigfoot duo 
jumped over the wall into 
the arena together, side by 
side, during their freestyle 
performance. It was surely 
incredible stuff to see. 

“The show ended up selling 
out each night with over 
6000 people in the stadi¬ 
um every night. It went so 
well, we decided to have 
an ‘encore weekend’ and 
perform the show once 
again the following week¬ 
end [Nov. 2-3] where the 
people who did not got 
a chance to see it the first 
weekend flocked over to¬ 
gether with the people that 
came to see it again. 

“It was a couple of months 
of very hard work. All the 
members of The Brute Rac¬ 
ing / Team Aruba worked 
very hard, made sacrifices 
and puf on a heck of a 
show. We also had many 
great sponsors on board 
with us, who were just as 
eager to put on a good 
show as we were. We 
could not be happier with 
the outcome of a wonder¬ 
ful show.” For more infor¬ 
mation and photos, please 
visit the show’s facebook 
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SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE ANO INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 



Located at the Palm Beach #1$4 near the traffic light* opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. Wo have 
tho best prices on all of our cuisines. Call; 5B8-44Q1 
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Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach [terns, and much more. 



De Palm Tours hosts Employee Bowling and Karaoke Night 



De Palm Tours held its an¬ 
nual Employee Bowling 
and Karaoke Night recent¬ 
ly. Different departments 
formed teams that played 
against each other dur¬ 
ing a pleasant evening of 
bowling. The winner of the 
bowling tournament was 
the account department’s 
team ‘Los Contadores II', 
who were Sigfried Godoy, 
Desiree Christiaans, Pat¬ 
rick Vrolijk, Gilliane Wer- 
net and Maurits Ras. Their 

prize was a full day on De 
Palm Island. In the category 
‘best costume’, the winning 
department was Transient 
Sales, with their team ‘The 
Geeks’ consisting of Grego¬ 
ry Geerman, Millicent Faro, 
Joanne Werleman, Lud¬ 
wig Croes, Roselynn Kelly 


and Deborah Bomba. They 
each won a Sunset Sail on 
Palm Pleasure. The most 
animated bowling team 
was once again the ac¬ 
counting department, this 
time with ‘Los Contadores 
I', who were Andrea Bone, 
Alice Noguera, Aimee Brit¬ 


ten, Deborah Arrow and 
Xionella Pieternella who 
also won a Sunset Sail. The 
night continued with Kara¬ 
oke. The winner of the Ka¬ 
raoke contest was Millicent 
Faro with ‘The Lazy Song'. 
She won a weekend-stay at 
Divi Village. Second place 
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Winner of trip advisor’s Certificate of excellence 2012 
Best Lobster House and International* ' 
Cuisine’s Restaurant 




was Juraine Blanco who 
received a Dinner for 2 at 
Sea Breeze, and 3rd place 
Crisstella Kock who won 
a Spa treatment. It was a 
great evening with a lot of 


laughs and De Palm Tours is 
happy to see that so many 
of its employees attended 
and participated in this fun 
event. Congratulations to 
the winners. □ 
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'Frisky in Frisco’ a super event with great food and wines 



It might have been the 
catch phrase 'Frisky in Fris¬ 
co’ that did it, the surfacing 
of memories of surrounding 
Scott McKenzie's ‘60s hit 
'When you're going to San 
Francisco' was referring to 
caused lots of Friends of Ari- 
on to show up for the invita¬ 
tional dinner at Passions on 
the Beach wearing flowers 
in their hair. The wine din¬ 
ner, hosted by Arion Wine 
Company’s Govert van 
der Flout , representative 
of Wente Vineyard wines 
on the island, was held on 
Wednesday, November 
14. The connection be¬ 
tween the California Wen¬ 
te wines, originally derived 
from French vines from fhe 
Bordeaux region, the wink 
at the hip ‘60s and a fabu¬ 
lous French dinner on the 
beach is clear. Anyway, 
Passions on the Beach, 
located across from the 
Amsterdam Manor Resort, 
showcased its outstanding 
cuisine and fabulous Wen¬ 
te Vineyard wines. 
California-based Marc 
Bourreli, who has Wente 
Vineyard wines in his ex¬ 
tensive portfolio of wines, 
was present to enlighten 
the guests about the wines 
that were poured. Marc 
explained how the crispy 
flavors of honeydew mel¬ 
on and pineapple of the 
Wente Vineyards Sauvi- 
gnon Blanc Louis Mel 2010 
made a refreshing, yet 
creamy liaison with the 
amuse-bouche of trio of 
crab salad, spiced shrimp 
and a micro salad with 
goat cheese and ginger 
confit with which the dinner 
started. 

When the terrine of slow- 



roasted pork with pista¬ 
chios and a compote of 
aged figs was served, the 
combination with the Wen¬ 
te Vineyards Chardonnay 
Morning Fog 2011 with its 
aromas of red apple, tan¬ 
gerine and tropical fruits, 
oak and vanilla made ev¬ 
eryone sit up straight and 
take notice; the beef ten¬ 
derloin au jus with slow 
braised oxtail pocket that 
followed with the accom¬ 
panying black cherry, 
chocolate, green olive 
and tobacco and clove 
notes of the Wente Vine¬ 
yards Cabernet Sauvignon 
Charles Wetmore 2009 was 
a tour de force that rightly 
deserved the praise it re¬ 
ceived. The Tarte Tatin re¬ 
ceived the attention of a 
Wente Vineyards Riesling 
Riverbank 2011. 

Wente Vineyards is a fifth 
generation family-owned 
winery, started in 1936. It is 
a pioneer in the fact that 
it bears the family name 
on the labels of its wines 
instead of just mentioning 
the grapes the wines were 
made from. 

Eric Wente, an avid golfer, 
can be seen in action on 
Aruba during the annual 
Wente Vineyards/ Papia- 
mento Restaurant golf tour¬ 
nament, held at Tierra del 
Sol. Mr. Wente is undoubt¬ 
edly the tournament’s 
best-loved participant, 
honoring the event with his 




presence. 

But back to the beach: 
the Frisky in Frisco dinner at 
Passions on the Beach re¬ 


ceived top marks from the 
Friends of Arion guests. 

Their applause was for 
Marc Giesbers and his ex¬ 


cellent staff, knowledge¬ 
able Marc Bourreli and 
Arion Wine Company’s Go¬ 
vert van der Flout. □ 
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Divi Resort Aruba International 
Beach Tennis Event continues! 




"He must be the only man 
on this planet to get away 
with wearing his shorts 
tucked into his speedo, 
the 'diaper way”, said the 
emcee of the Divi Resort 
Aruba International Beach 
Tennis Event about Ales¬ 
sandro Calbucci’s unusual 
attire on the sandy center 
court at Eagle Beach. Cal- 
bucci, last year the winner 
of the single in the pro di¬ 
vision, is so smooth that he 
can get away with any 
look, we think. 

The singles went underway 
at 9 am yesterday and all 
23 courts saw lots of action. 
"I lost, but I played really 
well at a high level,” said 
many of the Aruban partic¬ 
ipants. They had done their 
best, played good match¬ 
es and lost. Well, that’s all in 
the game! Flavia Muniz of 
Brazil will take on our own 
Marieke Buuts (AUA), while 
the men’s final is an Italian 


affair between Alessandro 
Calbucci and Garavini. 
Both finals promise to be in¬ 
credible! 

During the weekend dou¬ 
bles in all categories will 
be played at Eagle Beach; 


Honeypot will liven up the 
lively atmosphere on Satur¬ 
day evening, while DJ Fel¬ 
low (Michael Lampe) can 
be heard on Sunday. You’ll 
find ouf fhaf Eagle Beach is 
sizzling hotlQ 


American Style Burgers Rule!! 



T he inspiration far a good American style 
hamburger comes right from the owners 
backyard grill. Aaron Walisever - before his 
’retirement 1 - wos known os ‘The King of Fireplaces 
& Gfilfc" in Mew England, Moving to Aruba From 
Sharon, Massachusetts with his wife Rosfe was a 
positive move ail around - bul their search for a 
good burger and fries didn’t stretch for from home. 

It was this reason that Rosie fi. Aaron opened 5 
Burgers Aruba! As the name implies, there are 5 
specially burgers offered including o mgmmoth 
Western Burger, a tasty melted Gouda Burger, a 
Farmers Burger complete with a fried egg. Far Ihe 
very hungry, a 3 paity Mon Burger and to round oul 
Ihe specials - a zesty chicken breasi with special 
sauce «s also available, 

Ot course, hamburgers and cheeseburgers - small 
and regular sized are atso on the menu. But Ihe big 
surprise is Ihe handout daily - french fries - from 
select Idaho potatoes and hand-made onion rings! 

Cooking these in peonui oil leaves the pure potato 
Flavor in the fry, A favorite way fa enjoy fries is with 
vinegar! These complement any meal ordered at 5 
Burgers! Burgers are pressed daily and are U.S.D.A, 
choice beef only and lightly seasoned with a special spice blend, They can even satisfy you if you desire a veggie burger. 
Toppings ate encouraged and available af no additional charge - raw or grilled onions & mushrooms, leltuce, tomato, BBQ 
sauce and many more lasty items. Brand new items to the menu include a hand-made beef empanada and chicken bites. 
5 Burgers Aruba is open from Noon to IQTsh daily. Delivery is available la your pool or hofel room! They are located behind 
Senor Frogs and across from the Radisson Hotel, Come by and enjoy a great burger experience. Rosie & Aoron are oFten on 
site - making sure lhal you are hoppy with your burger experience! Call 5 BURGERS ARUBa ot 5B4-39CW. □ 
































NASCAR driver Jimmie 
Johnson listens to a reporters 
question during a news 
conference for the Spring 
Cup Series in Homestead, 

Fla., Thursday, Nov. 15, 2012. 

Associated Press 

Jimmie Johnson 
turns heat 
up on Brad 
Keselowski 

JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
HOMESTEAD, Florida (AP) 

— Jimmie Johnson is the 
king of mind games — he 
doesn’t fall victim to them 

— and he’s got five tro¬ 
phies as proof. 

He doesn't let the pressure 
rattle him, and as a veter¬ 
an of seven championship 
finales he knows how hard 
it can be to tune out the 
noise surrounding the title- 
deciding race. So John¬ 
son was more than willing 
to poke, prod and remind 
Brad Keselowski just what’s 
at stake at Homestead-Mi- 
ami Speedway this week¬ 
end. 

Keselowski takes a 20-point 
lead over Johnson into Sun¬ 
day's finale, and needs 
only to finish 15th or better 
to win his first Sprint Cup 
title. It would give team 
owner Roger Penske his 
first championship at NAS- 
CAR's top level in 29 years 
of competition. 


Continued on Page 22 
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Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew 
Luck (12) celebrates his touchdown run 
against the Jacksonville Jaguars during the 
second quarter of an NFL football game, 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 2012, in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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Rory Mcllroy misses cut at Hong Kong Open 



Rory Mcllroy of Northern lerland reacts after hitting a ball on the 6th hole during the Rround 2 of the 
2012 UBS Hong Kong Open golf tournament in Hong Kong Friday, Nov. 16, 2012. 

Associated Press 


BERNIE McGUIRE 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Top 

ranked Rory Mcllroy double 
bogeyed his last hole Fri¬ 
day to be assured of miss¬ 
ing the cut in his defense of 
the Hong Kong Open. 
Mcllroy shot a disappoint¬ 
ing two-over par 72 to sit 
five-over after two rounds 
in warm but windy condi¬ 
tions at Hong Kong Golf 
Club. 

It left the Northern Irishman 
tied for 99th place and 
three shots outside the ex¬ 
pected cut of two-over- 
par with half of the field yet 
to complete the round. 

“It’s disappointing, you 
never want to miss the cut 
and even more when you 
are defending a tourna¬ 
ment,” he said. “So it's not 
the week I wanted but 
then I have a few days to 
work on my putting and try 
and get ready for Dubai." 
Denmark’s Anders Hansen 


posted a bogey-free six- 
under 64 to take the club¬ 
house lead at seven-under 


par. 

Mcllroy said he started the 
round believing he could 


play himself into contention 
after finishing the first round 
nine shots behind Spaniard 


Javier Colomo. 

“I was four-under-par for 
my first 10 holes and only 
four off the lead ... and 
thought if I made a cou¬ 
ple more birdies I would 
be right back into conten¬ 
tion, but it went the other 
way,” he said. 

After starting on the back 
nine, Mcllroy dropped 
shots on the 4th, 5th, 7th 
and 8th holes before con¬ 
ceding a double bogey 
from the middle of the 
fairway at the par-four 
10th he was playing as his 
last. 

“I still love this golf course 
and always enjoy coming 
back, and it’s just a pity 
this year had to end like 
that,” he said. 

It is the second time in his 
career that Mcllroy has 
missed the cut in the de¬ 
fense of a tournament, 
the other coming at this 
year’s U.S. Open in San 
Francisco. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!’' 



ORAHJE5TAD - The down¬ 
town maiino Is home of 
Driftwood Fishing C-hoilet*, 
the successful fishermen 
ol ttie established seafood 
restouranl DrrHwood In 
Omon|esladL 

DrlHwood owner Herby 


Menywealtwr has a love 
QftoJ passion for Ashing, 

A IHhermpn who knows 
ObOUl fry, Wftgil our toco* 
waters have To olfer r and 
whnl Ihe wads Tresh seo- 
loocr really mn«an. 
whor Hetty eolcheswii bo 
served In his resiomoni on. 
the some day. Herby loves 
la share his fishing passion 
wllh the many visitors to ine 
island. His Heat of a 35 It. 
Twin Engine Bertram yachl 
and a SO fi. iw*n Eng^e 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood t and II, 
Is available tar charters an 
o daily baft from Sam la 
12 noon and from I pm to 




V --T f0,000. 


Winners of InM. UIHftS Malm Giaup Hut MaUrr «t4«nr iDurnaiMfit JWH 


5pm. 

Catch your Own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain. mote, an Ashing 
equipment, boil, sodas and 
bowed water, On a lull day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are clip Included. 
You can call Herby direcity 
Ol 42P7] 572 40*0 Or go <0 

Driftwood Hestouionl 


This authentic Aruban sea- 
Food restaurant is located 
in chorocterislie dawnlawn 
Oranjestod. Their extend' 
ed menu has been pjdied: 
by many, Driflwood offers 
daily specials, as wei as a 
delicious 4-course menu lor 
Jusl $25.95 

Charier deep sea lii hmg 
rales: 

$400 ■ 172 day 


1760- Full day 
Ratos per bool 
Max. & people 
Driflwood Restaurant 
Authentic Ambon Seafood 
Restaurant; Kllptsiroal 12. 
Downtown Oranjestod 
Tel: [297) 503 2515 
www.diQwabdaruba.cacQ 
opening hours: every day. 
Item 5pm til lD:3Gpm. 
Sunday Closed. 
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NBA Roundup 

Felton, unbeaten Knicks 
rally past Spurs 104-100 



Brooklyn Nets' Jerry Stackhouse (42) drives the ball past Boston Celtics' Courtney Lee (11) in the first 
half of a basketballl game on Thursday, Nov., 15, 2012, at Barclays Center in New York. 

Associated Press 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Ray¬ 
mond Felton scored 25 
points as the New York 
Knicks rallied to beat the 
San Antonio Spurs 104-100 
on Thursday to remain un¬ 
defeated. J.R. Smith add¬ 
ed 17 points, Jason Kidd 
had 14 and Tyson Chandler 

13 for the Knicks (6-0), who 
closed on a 22-11 run to 
remain the NBA’s lone un¬ 
beaten team. Tony Parker 
led San Antonio (7-2) with 
19 points and 12 assists. 
Kawhi Leonard added 16 
points and Tim Duncan had 

14 points and 14 rebounds. 
Smith and Kidd hit consec¬ 
utive 3-pointers to give the 
Knicks a 100-95 lead with a 
minute left in the game. 
Heat 98, Nuggets 93 

The short-handed Miami 
Heat ended a decade- 
long drought in Denver as 
LeBron James had 27 points 
and 12 assists in a 98-93 win 
over the Nuggets. Shane 


Battier added 18 points — 
all on 3-pointers — in the 
Heat’s first win at Denver 
since Jan. 29, 2002, a streak 
of 10 straight losses. 

Every other NBA team has 
won at the Pepsi Center 
during that span. 

Nets 102, Celtics 97 
Andre Miller had 19 points 
and Kenneth Faried led the 
Nuggets with 16 points and 
a career-high 20 rebounds. 
Ty Lawson, who is averag¬ 
ing 13.5 points, didn’t score. 
Brooklyn won its fourth 
straight game after John¬ 
son made the tiebreaking 
basket with 3:03 left, Deron 
Williams and Brook Lopez 
each scored 24 points in 
the Nets’ 102-97 victory 
over the Boston Celtics. 
Williams had eight assists 
and made all nine free 
throws on a night Paul 
Pierce had two huge miss¬ 
es in the final minute for 
the Celtics, who played 


without injured point guard 
Rajon Rondo. Johnson fin¬ 
ished with 19 points and 
eight rebounds for the Nets. 
Pierce scored 22 points and 


Leandro Barbosa had 17 in 
place of Rondo, who was 
out with a sprained right 
ankle. 

Kevin Garnett added 14 


points but Boston had its 
three-game win streak 
snapped and lost to the 
Nets for just the third time in 
21 meetingsO 



Alhambra's Heatwave of Cash! 

From 6pm to 10pm, we're giving away 
$20 CASH to lucky Advantage players 
every 20 minutes. 


Where Aruba goes to play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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NFL Roundup 

Buffalo defense stifles Miami in 19- 



Miami Dolphins quarterback Ryan Tannehill (17) is hit by Buffalo Bills defensive tackle Marcell 
Dareus (99) while throwing a pass during the second half of an NFL football game on Thursday, 
Nov. 15, 2012, in Orchard Park, N.Y. 


JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 
ORCHARD PARK, New York 
(AP) — Mario Williams and 
the Buffalo Bills high-priced 
defense finally flexed ifs 
collective muscle, stifling 
the Miami Dolphins in a 19- 
14 victory Thursday. 

Safety Jairus Byrd forced a 
fumble and had an inter¬ 
ception, while Bryan Scott 
sealed the victory with the 
team’s second intercep¬ 
tion to end the Dolphins’ 
last-gasp drive in the final 
minute. Williams had one 
of three sacks for a Buffalo 
defense that limited the 
Dolphins to 184 yards and 
16 first downs. 

That more than made 
up for an offense that 
lacked finish. Rian Lindell 
hit four field goals, includ¬ 
ing a 42-yarder, as Buffalo 
failed to score an offensive 
touchdown despite four 
trips inside the Dolphins 20. 
Leodis McKelvin opened 
the scoring after 90 sec¬ 


onds by returning a punt 79 
yards for a touchdown in a 
game the Bills never trailed. 
The Bills (4-6) snapped a 


three-game losing streak 
and won for only the sec¬ 
ond time in seven games 
to stay on the fringes of the 


Associated Press 

American Football Confer¬ 
ence playoff hunt. Buffalo 
also ended several other 
inglorious skids, by beat- 



14 win 

ing a division rival for the 
first time in nine meetings, 
and snapping an 11-game 
prime-time drought that 
dated to 2001. 

“It was definitely a must 
win,” Williams said. “With 
the way things turned out 
earlier in the season, we've 
got to come out and play 
like it’s the playoffs. And 
we've got to make plays 
and we've got to finish. It 
got close there at the end, 
but I’m glad we came out 
with it.” 

Williams was referring to 
how the Dolphins cut the 
Bills lead to 19-14 with 8:42 
left when Ryan Tannehill hit 
Davone Bess for a 2-yard 
touchdown. That was as 
close as they got, as their 
final two drives ended with 
the rookie throwing inter¬ 
ceptions. Marcus Thigpen 
scored on a 96-yard kick¬ 
off return and Davone Bess 
had a 2-yard touchdown 
catch for Miami (4-6), which 
has lost three straightO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Brady meets Luck for 1st time when Colts face Pats 



er, you’re a good player.” 
Luck’s 2,631 yards passing 
are the most by a rookie 
through his first nine games. 
He set an NFL rookie record 
with 433 yards through the 
air in a 23-20 win over the 
Miami Dolphins two weeks 
ago. 

And one more game of 
more than 300 yards will 
be his fifth, breaking Man¬ 
ning's NFL rookie mark. 

The Patriots have allowed 
that many in five of their 
nine games. Only four 
teams have given up more 
yards passing than the Pa¬ 
triots, who have been es¬ 
pecially vulnerable to the 
big play. 

They’re hoping to get help 
from newcomer Aqib Talib, 
obtained in a trade with the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Despite that leaky defense, 
the Patriots are running 
away with the AFC East. 
Brady, Rob Gronkowski, 
Wes Welker and Stevan 
Ridley on offense are why. 
Meanwhile, the NFL is be¬ 
ginning to see vintage 
Manning, whose come¬ 
back from neck surgery 
that sidelined him last sea¬ 
son has been spectacular. 
It’s especially daunting for 
the San Diego Chargers, 
who blew a 24-0 halftime 
lead at home to the Bron¬ 
cos a month ago and visit 
Denver on Sunday. 

A Broncos win would be 


their fifth straight and would 
give them a three-game 
lead in the AFC West. It also 
could provide some more 
milestones for Manning in 
his 15th pro season and his 
first in Denver. 

With one more touchdown 
pass, Manning would pass 
Dan Marino; both have 
420, trailing Brett Favre’s 
508. 

He’s completed 70 percent 
of his passes in six consecu¬ 
tive games, already an NFL 
mark. 

Most importantly to Man¬ 
ning would be getting his 
148th career victory, which 
would break a tie with Ma¬ 
rino and deadlock him with 
his current boss, John El- 
way. 

“We were the start of their 
streak,” Chargers quar¬ 
terback Philip Rivers said, 
“and hopefully we can be 
the end of it." 

Also, there's Baltimore at 
Pittsburgh, Arizona at At¬ 
lanta, Green Bay at Detroit, 
Jacksonville at Houston, 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 
New Orleans at Oakland, 
Philadelphia at Washing¬ 
ton, Cincinnati at Kansas 
City, Cleveland at Dallas, 
and the New York Jets at 
St. Louis. 

On Monday, Chicago is at 
San Francisco. 

The action began on Thurs¬ 
day with Buffalo's 19-14 
home victory over MiamiO 


New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, right, throws the 
ball, with St. Louis Rams defensive tackle Kendall Langford, left, 
during the first half of a NFL football game at Wembley Stadium, 
London, Sunday, Oct. 28, 2012. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 

With Peyton Manning per¬ 
forming his wonders in Den¬ 
ver, the NFL rivalry between 
his former Indianapolis Colts 
and the New England Pa¬ 
triots appeared to lose 
steam. 

Then rookie quarterback 
Andrew Luck and the Colts 
broke loose, winning four 
straight games to establish 
themselves as wild-card 
contenders for the playoffs. 
They visit 13-season quar¬ 
terback Tom Brady and the 
New England Patriots on 
Sunday. 

Both teams are 6-3. That’s 
a strong turnaround for the 


Colts, who won only two 
games last year, and a 
disappointing mark for the 
Patriots, who already have 
matched their loss total 
from last season. 
Considering how many 
holes New England’s de¬ 
fense has shown — it has 
surrendered at least 24 
points five times — Luck 
might look like Manning at 
Foxborough. 

“He has poise, confidence, 
good chemistry with his 
wideouts,” Patriots corner- 
back Kyle Arrington said. 
“It doesn’t matter if it's your 
first year or if it's the 13th 
year. If you’re a good play- 



EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 

* POKER * BLACK JACK 

* DAILY BINGO * THREE CARD POKER 

* SPORTSBOOK * CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 

* THE LATEST GAMES * ROULETTE 

ON SLOTS * CRAPS TABLE 


Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
For more information 
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NHL suggests 2-week break from negotiations 



NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman leaves following labor talks, 
Friday, Nov. 9, 2012, in New York. The league and the players' 
association met Friday for the fourth straight day trying to reach 
an agreement to end the lockout 


TORONTO (AP) — Negotia¬ 
tions had already hit a wall 
in the ongoing hockey la¬ 
bor fight, and now the NHL 
has suggested the sides 
take an official two-week 
break before getting back 
to the bargaining table. 
NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman floated the idea 


Associated Press 

of a break to players' as¬ 
sociation executive direc¬ 
tor Donald Fehr. The union 
hasn’t responded to the 
league yet, but the players 
maintained their position 
on Thursday night that they 
are ready and willing to 
meet at any time, and the 
only way to reach a deal 


to end the long lockout is 
to keep talking and nego¬ 
tiating. 

“Gary suggested the possi¬ 
bility of a two-week mora¬ 
torium,” NHL deputy com¬ 
missioner Bill Daly wrote 
in an email to The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Thursday 
night. “I'm disappointed 
because we don’t have 
a negotiating partner that 
has any genuine interest in 
reaching an agreement. 
Zero interest.” 

The suggestion of a break 
was first reported by The 
Canadian Press on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

With no new negotiations 
scheduled, and communi¬ 
cation in general shutting 
down, the NHL appears to 
be getting closer to calling 
off more games, putting 
the entire hockey season in 
jeopardy. 

“I hope not, but I’m more 
discouraged now than I 
have been at any point in 


the process,” Daly said. “I 
responded to Don saying 
he did not know how to 
proceed from here.” 

The players' association 
wants to keep the bargain¬ 
ing going, despite how frus¬ 
trating recent sessions have 
been. 

“Of course everyone on the 
players' side wants to reach 
an agreement,” union spe¬ 
cial counsel Steve Fehr said 
in a statement Thursday 
night. “The players have of¬ 
fered fhe owners conces¬ 
sions worfh about a billion 
dollars. What exactly have 
the owners offered the 
players? We believe that 
it is more likely that we will 
make progress if we meet 
than if we don't. So we are 
ready to meet. 

“If indeed they do not want 
to meet, it will be at least the 
third time in the last three 
months that they have shut 
down the dialogue, saying 
they will not meet unless 


the players meet their pre¬ 
conditions. What does that 
tell you about their interest 
in resolving this?” 

The sides put on a push to 
make an agreement last 
week when they met over 
six consecutive days in New 
York. However, Friday's ses¬ 
sion ended with a heated 
exchange, and talks last¬ 
ed only about an hour on 
Sunday. The 61-day lock¬ 
out has already claimed 
327 regular-season games, 
including the New Year’s 
Day outdoor Winter Classic, 
and more could be wiped 
out within a week. It is be¬ 
lieved that an agreement 
would need to be in place 
by the end of next week 
for the season to get under 
way on Dec. 1. 

That is starting to look un¬ 
likely because of the mere 
fact that the sides are 
unable to find common 
ground on the big issues 
keeping them apart. □ 



NASCAR driver Brad Keselowski laughs at a reporters question 
during a news conference for the Sprint Cup Series auto race in 
Homestead, Fla., Thursday, Nov. 15, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Brad Keselowski 


Continued from Page 17 

So Johnson opened Thurs¬ 
day's championship con¬ 
tenders' news conference 
with a reference to this 
season’s IndyCar cham¬ 
pionship, where Penske 
driver Will Power took a 
17-point lead into the fi¬ 
nale but crashed early and 
coughed away the title. 

“It seemed like it was a lay¬ 
up race, and things can 
happen," Johnson said. 
Then he talked about the 
foolishness in assuming Ke¬ 
selowski will roll to a 15th- 
place finish Sunday and 
clinch the title. 

“This garage area is tough, 
the weight of the race, I 
don't care who you are, 
it’ll show up at some point 
in time and thoughts will 
run through your head and 
with all that being said, a 
15th-place finish is not a lay¬ 
up for these guys," Johnson 
said. “I have a little bit of 
stock in that. We’ll see how 
they respond.” 

Keselowski sat square- 
jawed looking straight 
ahead, seemingly tuning 
out the attempt to get in¬ 
side his head. The 28-year- 
old knows drivers have fall¬ 
en victim to these games 
before, and has insisted 


during the entire 10-race 
Chase for the Sprint Cup 
championship he wouldn’t 
repeat their mistakes. 

A nervous Denny Hamlin 
sat between Johnson and 
Kevin Harvick two years 
ago, his legs shaking un¬ 
der the stage as his rivals 
lobbed barbs at him for al¬ 
most an hour. Hamlin com¬ 
pleted his collapse three 
days later, when Johnson 
rallied to win his fifth title. 
Last season, Tony Stewart 
charmed his way through 
the news conference at an 
un-amused Carl Edwards’ 
expense. Stewart then 
snatched the champion¬ 
ship away on a tie-breaker 
by winning the finale. 

So Keselowski knew exactly 
what Johnson was up to on 
Thursday. 

“Certainly, he’s trying to 
apply pressure,” Keselowski 
said with a smirk. “Certain¬ 
ly, I don’t feel any.” 
Keselowski has talked at 
length of late about the 
pressure he's felt in his life. 
He came to Homestead in 
the Truck Series in 2004 and 
failed to make the race. In 
2006, his family's race team 
went broke trying to get 
him to the track. When he 
finally got his big break, at 
Chicagoland in the Nation¬ 
wide Series with JR Motors- 


ports in 2007, team owner 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. sent him 
out on a track he’d never 
seen before, telling him 
if he wrecked the car he 
wouldn't get a chance to 
drive it next week. 

“Now that was pressure,” 
Keselowski said. “Moments 
like that make this seem not 
so bad, and they also build 
up a level of confidence 
where I feel like this is quite 
a bit easier than those mo¬ 
ments.” 

Keselowski won six races for 
Earnhardt before moving 
on to Penske Racing and a 
Sprint Cup Series ride, and 
with a month to go in the 


season, Earnhardt predict¬ 
ed Keselowski would hang 
with Johnson all the way 
until the end. 

“I don't think he’s going 
to crack. I think he's going 
to be hard to beat,” Earn¬ 
hardt said. “I think he will 
be a tough competitor all 
the way through. Brad has 
been waiting on this oppor¬ 
tunity all his life so I don’t 
expect him to crack under 
the pressure." 

Keselowski opened the 
Chase with a win at Chi¬ 
cago and picked up an¬ 
other victory at Dover to 
take control of the cham¬ 
pionship fight, but Johnson 


used consecutive wins at 
Martinsville and Texas to 
take a seven-point lead 
into Phoenix last weekend. 
A blown tire there caused 
Johnson to crash, and now 
Keselowski has a nice cush¬ 
ion that's certainly giving 
him some peace of mind. 
Johnson said the weekend 
is young. 

“He may be very comfort¬ 
able and calm now, it may 
not happen until he’s in the 
car, but at some point that 
magnitude hits,” Johnson 
said. “I’ve lived through it 
five times. That's a turning 
moment, and we'll see how 
he responds. This just isn’t 
any other race. This is the 
championship race, and 
there’s a lot that comes 
with that.” 

Keselowski insists he 
wouldn’t have it any other 
way. 

“I want the pressure. That’s 
what I want. That’s what 
makes it worth something,” 
he said. “Without those 
questions, why am I doing 
that? I'm just driving a car 
in a circle. Without hav¬ 
ing a motivation, it doesn’t 
mean anything. You can’t 
strip away your motiva¬ 
tion just to remove your¬ 
self from pressure because 
then you can’t justify your 
existence. "□ 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! I AFTERNOON SNORKEL 


SUNSET SAIL 


DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp I DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp I Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30p|T 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, I Shorter version with Open I Open Bar included 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I & Ropeswing! 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at SflVG $10 p©l* COUple/pei* COUpOII 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott for moiTlill Cruise 

Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid __. < _ 

for direct telephone reservations MM Mm /PA<| mpa Save 55 per COUpje/per COUpOII 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding )Ov Olvl/eifa l OvO for aft mOOII Cruise 


Nintendo seeks to shake up gaming again with Wii U 



In this June 5, 2012 file photo, an attendee plays a video game using Nintendo’s Wii U controller 
at E3 2012 in Los Angeles. 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — It can 

scan zombies, replace a 
TV remote, open a window 
into virtual worlds and shoot 
ninja stars across a living 
room. It’s the Wii U Game- 
Pad, the 10-by-5-inch 
touchscreen controller for 
the successor to the Wii out 
Sunday, and if you ask the 
brains behind the “Super 
Mario Bros.” about it, they 
say it’s going to change 
the way video games are 
made and played. 

“You can't manufacture 
buzz," said Nintendo of 
America president Reggie 
Fils-Aime. “You can’t manu¬ 
facture word of mouth. All 
we can do is to provide the 
product and the games 
to foster some sparks that 
hopefully enable that to 
happen. We think we have 
that with Wii U." 

Much like the iPad, the cur¬ 
vaceous GamePad fea¬ 
tures a touchscreen that 
can be manipulated with 
the simple tap or swipe of 
a finger, but it's surround¬ 
ed by the kinds of buttons, 
bumpers, thumbsticks and 
triggers that are traditional¬ 
ly found on a modern-day 
game controller. There’s 
also a camera, stylus, mi¬ 
crophone, headphone 
jack and speakers. 

While the Wii U can employ 
its predecessor's motion- 
control remotes with a sen¬ 
sor bar that similarly detects 
them in front of the TV, the 
console’s focus on two- 
screen experiences makes 
it feel more like a high-def¬ 
inition, living-room rendition 
of the Nintendo DS and 
3DS, the Japanese gaming 
giant's dual-screen hand¬ 
held devices, than the origi¬ 
nal Wii. 

“It’s a second screen like a 


tablet or a cellphone, but 
it's different,” said Mark 
Bolas, professor of interac¬ 
tive media at the University 
of Southern California. “In 
addition to providing more 
information, the GamePad 
is also a second viewpoint 
into a virtual world. Ninten¬ 
do is letting you turn away 
from the TV screen to see 
what's happening with the 
GamePad.” 

The touchscreen controller 
can also serve as a make¬ 
shift TV remote control and 
online video aggregator for 
services like Netflix and Am¬ 
azon Instant Video. (Ninten¬ 
do cheekily calls it TVii and 
announced Friday that it 
won’t be available until 
December.) Some games 
have the ability to flip-flop 
between the TV screen and 
the GamePad screen, al¬ 
lowing for non-gaming use 
of the TV. 

There are limitations to the 
GamePad: it won’t work af¬ 
ter it's been moved 25 feet 
away from the Wii U con¬ 
sole: it lasts about three to 
five hours after charging; 
and while its touchscreen is 
intuitive as those that have 
come before it, the Game- 
Pad is not quite as simple 
to use as the Wii controllers 
that had everyone bowling 
in their living rooms. 

“Is the GamePad more 
complex than the Wii Re¬ 
mote was six years ago? 
Certainly," said Fils-Aime. 
“On the other hand, I be¬ 
lieve consumers will eas¬ 
ily grasp the GamePad 
and what we’re trying to 
do with the varied experi¬ 
ences we’ll have not only 
at launch but over the next 
number of years in this sys¬ 
tem’s life." 

The abilities of the Game- 
Pad are most notably 
showcased by Nintendo 


Co. in the amusement park- 
themed mini-game col¬ 
lection “Nintendo Land,” 
which comes with the de¬ 
luxe edition of the console. 
“Nintendo Land” turns the 
GamePad into several dif¬ 
ferent tools, such as the 
dashboard of a spaceship 
or the ultimate advantage 
in a game of hide-and- 
seek. 

In other titles, the control¬ 
ler mostly eliminates the 
need to pause the action 
to study a map in order to 
figure out where to go next 
or scour an inventory for 
just the right weapon. That 
can all be achieved simul¬ 
taneously on the GamePad 
screen, which is best illus¬ 
trated among the launch 
titles in Ubisoft's survival ac¬ 
tion game “ZombiU.” 

The GamePad acts as a 
high-tech scanner in “Zom¬ 
biU” that can analyze a 
player’s surroundings in a 
version of London overrun 


by zombies. It pumps up the 
terror by drawing players’ 
attention away from the 
horrors lurking around them. 
Will gamers who’ve grown 
up with their eyes glued to 
the TV and hands gripped 
on a controller adapt 
to glimpsing at another 
screen? The Wii U edition of 
“Call of Duty: Black Ops II,” 
for example, invites players 
to customize their arsenal 
on the fly on the Game- 
Pad, as well as engage in 
multiplayer matches with¬ 
out needing to split the TV 
in half. 

Nintendo expects 50 
games will be available for 
the Wii U by March 2013. 
There will be 23 games re¬ 
leased alongside the con¬ 
sole when it debuts Sunday, 
including the platformer 
“New Super Mario Bros. U,” 
karaoke game “Sing Par¬ 
ty,” an “armored edition” 
of “Batman: Arkham City” 
and the Mickey Mouse ad¬ 


Associated Press 

venture “Disney Epic Mick¬ 
ey 2: The Power of Two." 
“New consoles come along 
and nobody exploits their 
full capabilities for the first 
two to three years,” said 
Warren Spector, creative 
director at “Epic Mickey 
2” developer Junction 
Point Studios. “It's only af¬ 
ter you've had two or three 
projects that you fully un¬ 
derstand what the hard¬ 
ware is capable of doing. 
We're going to be experi¬ 
menting with it more.” 
Fils-Aime said he's already 
envisioning ways that de¬ 
velopers will innovate with 
future games. He pointed 
to some of the console's 
features that aren't on dis¬ 
play in the launch line-up, 
such as the ability to play 
with two GamePads at 
once or utilize the console's 
near-field communica¬ 
tion technology to interact 
with other gadgets in the 
roomO 
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Optimism over budget talks sends stocks higher 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Opti¬ 
mism that President Barack 
Obama and Congressio¬ 
nal leaders will reach a 
deal on the budget deficit 
and avoid the “fiscal cliff” 
helped stocks notch their 
first advance in four days. 
The market started lower 
Friday but spiked higher 
shortly before midday as 
the top members of the 
House and Senate spoke 
at the White House follow¬ 
ing a closed-door session 
with Obama. House Speak¬ 
er John Boehner and Sen¬ 
ate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell both said they 
offered higher tax revenue 
as part of a deal. Boehner 
said he outlined a frame¬ 
work that is consistent with 
Obama’s call for a “bal¬ 
anced" approach of both 
higher revenue and spend¬ 
ing cuts. 

“It’s a good start... the fact 
that they were all stand¬ 
ing together,” said Ben 
Schwartz, the chief market 
strategist at Lightspeed Fi¬ 


nancial, a New York-based 
broker. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed up 45.93 
points, or 0.4 percent, at 


12,588.31, after falling as 
much as 71 points at mid¬ 
morning. The Standard & 
Poor's 500 index rose 6.55 
points, or 0.5 percent, to 
1,359.88 and the Nasdaq 
rose 16.19 points, or 0.6 per¬ 
cent to 2,853.13. 


Investor concern that 
Obama and Congress 
won’t reach a deal on how 
to cut the deficit has caused 
a sell-off in stocks since Elec- 


(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

tion Day. Stocks fell Wednes¬ 
day after Obama insisted 
that higher taxes on wealthy 
Americans would have to 
be part of any deal and that 
he would not cave to Re¬ 
publicans who have pressed 
for tax cuts first passed by 


President George W. Bush 
to be extended for all in¬ 
come earners. 

The Dow is down 5 per¬ 
cent since Nov. 6. If an 
agreement isn’t made, 
automatic government 
spending cuts and tax in¬ 
creases are set to kick in 
at the beginning of next 
year. The measures total 
about $671 billion for the 
2013 calendar year and 
could send the U.S. back 
into recession. 

Mitch Stapley, chief in¬ 
vestment officer at Fifth 
Third Asset Management, 
says that investors and 
traders are likely to be in 
for a rough ride until the 
politicians have brokered 
a deal. 

“Volatility is going to be 
the hallmark as we go 
through this process ... 
It’s going to be a very 
choppy period coming 
up,” said Stapley, who is 
based in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The Dow still 
ended lower for the week, 
logging a fourth straight 
weekly decline.Q 



Optimism that a deal will be reached on the budget deficit to 
avoid the “fiscal cliff” helped stocks notch their first advance in 
four days. 


Hostess Brands to close, cites US strike 


CANDICE CHOI 
TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 
IRVING, Texas (AP) — The 

maker of the iconic U.S. 
snack Twinkies said Friday it 
is going out of business and 
laying off all of its 18,500 
workers after a national 
strike crippled its opera¬ 
tions. 

“I don’t know if they 
thought that was a bluff,” 
CEO Gregory F. Rayburn 
said on CNBC Friday. 

He said the financial im¬ 
pact of the strike makes it 
“too late” to save the com¬ 
pany even if workers have 
a change of heart. That’s 
because the clients such as 
retailers decide to stop car¬ 
rying products when sup¬ 
plies aren’t adequate. 

The company, founded in 
1930, was fighting battles 
beyond labor costs. 
Competition is increasing 
in the snack space, and 
Americans are increasingly 
conscious about healthy 
eating. 

The cakelike Twinkies had 
gained a cultural reputa¬ 
tion in recent years for be¬ 


ing nearly indestructible, 
documented in playful vid¬ 
eos and blogs. 

Hostess Brands had warned 
employees that it would file 
a motion in U.S. Bankruptcy 


Court to unwind its busi¬ 
ness and sell assets if plant 
operations didn’t return to 
normal levels by Thursday 
evening. 

The privately held Texas 


company filed for protec¬ 
tion in January, its second 
trip through bankruptcy 
court in less than a decade. 
“Many people have worked 
incredibly long and hard to 


keep this from happening, 
but now Hostess Brands has 
no other alternative than to 
begin the process of winding 
down and preparing for the 
sale of our iconic brands,” 


Rayburn said in a letter to 
employees posted on the 
company website. 

He added that all employ¬ 
ees will eventually lose 
their jobs, “some sooner 
than others.” 

Rayburn said he’s hope¬ 
ful that the company will 
find buyers for its roster of 
about 30 brands, which in¬ 
clude Ho Hos, Dolly Madi¬ 
son, Drake’s and Nature’s 
Pride snacks. 

The company books 
about $2.5 billion in sales 
a year. 

Thousands of members 
of the Bakery, Confec¬ 
tionery, Tobacco Workers 
and Grain Millers Interna¬ 
tional Union went on strike 
last week after rejecting 
in September a contract 
offer that cut wages and 
benefits. 

Rayburn said the union’s 
leadership had misled 
members into believing 
there was a buyer in the 
wings who would rescue 
the company. 

He said the union hadn't 
returned the company's 
calls for the past monthO 



A fried Twinkie is shown at ROXX Tavern in Atlanta on Friday, Nov. 
16, 2012. Hostess Brands Inc., the maker of Twikies and other 
iconic childhood treats said Friday it is going out of business and 
laying off all of its 18,500 workers. 

(AP Photo/John Bazemore) 



SEC: JP Morgan, 
Credit Suisse end 
Fed case: $417M 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — JPM- 
organ Chase and Credit 
Suisse have agreed to pay 
a combined $417 million to 
settle federal civil charges 
that they sold risky mort¬ 
gage bonds to investors 
ahead of the 2008 financial 
crisis that the banks knew 
could fail. 

JP Morgan did not warn 
investors that homeowners 
were behind on their pay¬ 
ments for the mortgages 
tied to the bonds. The Secu¬ 
rities and Exchange Com¬ 
mission said Friday. And 
both banks failed to prop¬ 
erly disclose their practices 
that allowed them to profit 
while investors lost millions, 
the SEC said. When the real 
estate bubble burst, home 
values plunged and mil¬ 
lions of people defaulted 
on their mortgages and 
lost their homes. Investors 
who bought the securities 
backed by mortgages lost 
billions. 

Under the settlement an¬ 
nounced Friday, New York- 
based JPMorgan is paying 
$296.9 million. Credit Suisse, 
which is based in Zurich, 
will pay $120 million. The 
banks agreed to settle the 
charges without admit¬ 
ting or denying wrongdo¬ 
ing. The money will go to 
the investors burned by 
the risky mortgage bonds. 
Inaccurate statements by 
banks in packaging and 
selling mortgage bonds 
“contributed greatly to the 
tremendous losses suffered 
by investors once the U.S. 
housing market collapsed,” 
Robert Khuzami, the agen¬ 
cy's enforcement director, 
said in a statement. 
Regulators have been 
targeting major financial 
firms for their conduct in 
the years preceding the 
2008 crisis. JPMorgan, the 
largest U.S. bank by as¬ 
sets, settled similar charges 
over mortgage securities 
with the SEC in June 2011 
and agreed to pay $153.6 
million. Goldman Sachs & 
Co. agreed in July 2010 to 
pay $550 million to settle 
charges of misleading buy¬ 
ers of complex mortgage 
investment. □ 
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Sandy, recession fears slow US factory output 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

factory production of ma¬ 
chinery and equipment 
fell sharply last month, held 
back by temporary disrup¬ 
tions caused by Superstorm 
Sandy and companies’ 
fears that a federal budget 
crisis could trigger a reces¬ 
sion next year. 

The Federal Reserve said 
Friday that factory output, 
the most important com¬ 
ponent of industrial pro¬ 
duction, fell 0.9 percent 
in October from Septem¬ 
ber. It would have been 
unchanged without the 
storm, the Fed said. 

Overall industrial pro¬ 
duction fell 0.4 percent 
last month. Utility output 
dipped 0.1 percent, while 
mining, which includes oil 
and gas production, rose 
1.5 percent. 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
eign demand for U.S. Trea¬ 
sury securities rose to a re¬ 
cord level in September for 
the ninth straight month. 
The increase suggests that 
overseas investors are con¬ 
fident in U.S. debt despite a 
potential budget crisis. 

The Treasury Department 
said Friday that total for¬ 
eign holdings rose to $5.46 
trillion in September, up 0.1 
percent from August. 
China, the largest holder 
of U.S. government debt, 
barely increased its hold¬ 
ings in September to $1.16 
trillion. Japan, the second- 
largest, increased its hold¬ 
ings to $1.13 trillion. Brazil 
trimmed its holdings to $267 
billion. 

Investors continued to 
buy U.S. Treasurys even as 
lawmakers and President 
Barack Obama remained 


“Even excluding the im¬ 
pact of Sandy, manufac¬ 
turing output was no better 
than stagnant, so there is 
nothing to be encouraged 
about in this report," said 
Paul Ashworth, chief U.S. 
economist at Capital Eco¬ 
nomics. 

Manufacturing has weak¬ 
ened since spring, in part 
because companies have 
scaled back purchases of 
long-lasting goods that sig¬ 
nal investment plans. That 
trend continued in Octo¬ 
ber: Machinery production 
fell 1.9 percent, while pro¬ 
duction of electrical equip¬ 
ment, appliances and 
components declined 1.4 
percent. 

“The report suggests the 
economy still lacks mo¬ 
mentum, partly because 
of the uncertain fiscal out¬ 
look,” said Sal Guatieri, an 
economist at BMO Capital 


at odds over whether to 
raise the U.S. borrowing 
limit as part of a broader 
budget deal. Private econ¬ 
omists predicted that de¬ 
mand for U.S. debt will con¬ 
tinue in coming months, 
given worries about the Eu¬ 
ropean debt crisis. 

“We expect that foreign in¬ 
vestors are now piling back 
into the safety of U.S. debt 
and shunning equities,” said 
Paul Edelstein, director of 
financial economics at IHS 
Global Insight. The federal 
government is expected 


Markets. 

Many businesses are wor¬ 
ried about tax increases 
and federal spending cuts 

— known as the “fiscal cliff" 

— that will take effect in 


to hit its current borrowing 
limit of $16.39 trillion by the 
end of December. Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner 
has said he will resort to the 
same maneuvers he used 
in the last debt standoff in 
2011 to keep the govern¬ 
ment from defaulting on its 
debt. But these operations 
will buy only a few weeks’ 
time until late February or 
early March before the 
government will face the 
prospect of a first-ever debt 
default if Congress doesn't 
raise the debt ceiling. After 


January unless Congress 
reaches a budget deal 
before then. Most econo¬ 
mists predict the economy 
will suffer a recession in the 
first half of 2013 if lawmak- 


the last debt standoff in the 
summer of 2011, Standard 
& Poor's downgraded the 
government's credit rat¬ 
ing on long-term securities 
one notch from the highest 
level of AAA to AA+. It was 
the first ever downgrade of 
U.S. government debt. Last 
week after the presidential 
election, Fitch Ratings said 
Obama will need to quickly 
come to a budget agree¬ 
ment with Congress over 
the so-called fiscal cliff or 
risk losing the AAA rating 
Fitch has on U.S. debtO 


ers and President Barack 
Obama can’t avoid the fis¬ 
cal cliff. 

Superstorm Sandy has 
also hurt the economy, al¬ 
though most economists 
expect the storm’s impact 
to fade in the coming 
weeks. 

The storm hit the Northeast 
on Oct. 29 and disrupted 
businesses from North Car¬ 
olina to Maine. 

Two regional manufactur¬ 
ing surveys released Thurs¬ 
day also showed Sandy 
depressed manufacturing 
activity this month in the 
Philadelphia region and 
New York. 

Sandy dampened re¬ 
tail sales in October and 
pushed applications for un¬ 
employment benefits last 
week to the highest level 
in 18 months, according 
to government reports re¬ 
leased this week. 

Still, consumers may have 
also cut back on retail 
spending last month be¬ 
cause of anxiety over 
the fiscal cliff. Consumer 
spending drives roughly 70 
percent of economic ac¬ 
tivity. 

Many economists say the 
economy is growing in the 
current October-Decem- 
ber quarter at a weak an¬ 
nual rate below 2 percent. 
There have been hopeful 
signs that the job market is 
improving. Employers add¬ 
ed 171,000 jobs in October 
and hiring in August and 
September was stronger 
than first estimated. □ 
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Judy Dross, left, and Gloria Bambrick count and stack T-shirts 
at FesslerUSA apparel manufacture in Orwigsburg, Pa. Sandy 
depressed U.S. industrial output in October, while production 
of machinery and equipment declined sharply, reflecting a 
more cautious outlook among businesses, according to Federal 
Reserve reports, Friday, Nov. 16, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 


Foreign holdings of US debt hit $5.46 trillion 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 11/17 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Flower gardens 
5 White craft 
class stickum 
10 Dating couple 
gossiped about 

14 At anytime 

15 Bubbling 
rapidly 

16 Song for one 

17 Cincinnati team 

18 Self- 
centeredness 

20 Wildebeest 

21 Yahtzee cubes 

22 Pack animals 

23 Clickety-_ 

25 Behold 

26 Cafe patrons 
28 Watery part of 

the blood 

31 Visitor from 
outer space 

32 _ bear; white 
animal 

34 St. Joan of _ 

36 Weeps 

37 Snake’s poison 

38 Trout or turbot 

39 Actor Brynner 

40 Yearned 

41 Italian city of 
Columbus’ birth 

42 Stick up for 

44 _ care for; 
dislikes 

45 WNW +180° 

46 Oven-cook 

47 Cowboy’s rope 

50 Alan or Cheryl 

51 Bread variety 
54 Modest 

57 Orange rind 

58 Opening bet 

59 Under _; 
being attacked 

60 Corridor 

61 Secondhand 

62 Deadly snake 

63 Little rascals 

DOWN 

1 Floating ice 

2 Balanced; level 

3 Tax-_; like 
donations to 
charity, often 

4 Yrbk. section 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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5 Becomes 
terror-stricken 

6 Taken _; 
surprised 

7 Blister, e.g. 

8 Eyelid twitch 

9 Actor Wallach 

10 Magazine 
editions 

11 Work hard 

12 Otherwise 

13 Baby bearers 
19 Make a 

smudge worse 
21 “Phooey!” 

24 Spike & Bruce 

25 Close noisily 

26 Simple to do 

27 Audibly 

28 Trudge 

29 In the not 
at all radical 

30 Firebug’s crime 

32 Remain 
unsettled 

33 Half and half 
35 Talk informally 

37 Climbing plant 

38 Stipends 


40 Mexican dollars 

41 Spur; egg on 

43 _ up; admitted 
wrongdoing 

44 Los Angeles 
baseball player 

46 Stove 

47 Hawaiian feast 

48 Jillian & others 


49 Fill completely 

50 Fibbed 

52 Sharp shrill cry 

53 Building wings 

55 Neighbor of 
Mexico: abbr. 

56 Prefix for night 
or section 

57 Fraternity letter 
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Barbados to grant oil exploration 
licenses to Australia’s BHP Billiton 



BRIDGETOWN, Barbados 
(AP) — The leader of Bar¬ 
bados says his administra¬ 
tion expects to soon award 
exploration licenses for two 
offshore blocks that he 
hopes may eventually pro¬ 
vide a petroleum windfall. 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817 - 834-4261 


Psychic Kira Solves 
problems where 
others have failed. 

Karma,aura, and chakra 
readings and 
cleansings. 
Results Guaranteed. 
814-851-6474 


FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club 
wk46 11/17 STARTS UP $3400 
Playa Linda wk47 Studio 11/25 
starts $3100 

Tropicana 1 br 1557 rent 465 buy 
1800 11/23 starts 
La Cabana Rm 105 C 1 br pool fl, 
12/7 starts rent 565 buy $3200 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

197694 


Prime Minister Freundel Stu¬ 
art says two acts recently 
passed by the Caribbean 
island’s House of Assembly 
paved the way for offshore 
licenses to be granted to 
Australia-based BHP Billiton. 
In a Tuesday statement, 
Stuart says his government 
has received offers from 
several companies to un¬ 
dertake speculative sur¬ 
veys in the area to evalu¬ 


ate where hydrocarbons 
might possibly be found. 
Stuart’s administration is 
also investing in solar pan¬ 
els to diversify the island’s 
energy grid. 

Over the past year, ex¬ 
ploratory wells drilled off 
Cuba have come up a 
bust. Companies have also 
been seeking oil off Guy¬ 
ana's coast but have failed 
to tap offshore deposits.Q 


FOR RENT 

One bedroom casita, spacious 
bath, kitchen appliances, full 
air-co, private entrance beautiful 
garden. Awg. 1000,- per month 
plus utility. 

Address: Rooi Santo 24, Noord, Aruba 

CALI 586-2255/ 733-6012 



Tel: 502-0697 / 503-7404 
Sclutlond str. 70 
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A new office. 

A better way to buy 
and sell real estate. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 
@ the Radisson Aruba Resort, 


Co I dwell Banker Aruba Really 

Radisson Aruba Re son 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81 
Phone (297) 5S6-6&72 





Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 1B&2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 


Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Bella Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197431 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 14 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR RENT 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
Nov. 17-21 1 Br $450 
Nov. 17-21 2 Br $700 
Jan. 19-26 2 Br $1,200 
Jan. 26 Feb. 2-2 Br $1,200 
Feb 2-9 1 Br $950 
Pis. Call 732-2788 
E-mail: 

rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

197692 
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DOCTOR 


ON DUTY 

► m 

ORANJESTAD 


17 November 

(\i m 

Dr. Wijngaarde 


18 November 


Dr. van Ool 


Pharmacy on duty 

1 

ORANJESTAD: 

Botica Dakota Tel: 588-7364 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Medico Tel: 584-4606 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 


Numbers 

Ifcnw 

Emergency 

911*°"^ 

Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Nov. 17 Zuiderdam 
Nov. 18 Noordam 
Grandeur of the Seas 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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The population of Africa’s mountain gorillas rises 



This photo taken Tuesday, April 19, 2011 and released by the conservation group Gorilla Doctors on Friday, Nov. 16, 2012, shows a 
mountain gorilla in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in Uganda. 


RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — 

The population of Ugan¬ 
da’s mountain gorillas has 
grown to 400, up from 302 in 
2006, according to a cen¬ 
sus conducted last year, 
bringing the total number 
of mountain gorillas in Af¬ 
rica to 880 and giving hope 
to conservationists trying to 
save the critically endan¬ 
gered species. 

Uganda is now home to 
nearly half of the world’s 
mountain gorillas remain¬ 
ing in the wild, a source of 
confidence for a country 
that has come to depend 
heavily on the popular 
apes for substantial tourism 
revenue. The rest of the sur¬ 
viving mountain gorillas — 
the species Gorilla beringei 
beringei — are in Congo 
and Rwanda. 

“The increase in the popu¬ 
lation of mountain gorillas 
in Bwindi Impenetrable Na¬ 
tional Park is testimony to 
the sound natural resource 
management policies that 
are being implemented 
in the protected areas," 
Uganda’s Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism said in a statement re¬ 
ceived Friday. “This result 
confirms beyond reason¬ 
able doubt that Uganda’s 
conservation efforts are 


paying off.” 

Bwindi Impenetrable Na¬ 
tional Park, a network of 
forested jungle deep in 
the country’s southwestern 
frontier, is recognized by 
UNESCO as a heritage site 
of world value. A permit to 
track gorillas there costs at 
least $500 and the World 
Wildlife Fund estimates that 


each gorilla brings in up to 
$1 million in revenue each 
year for the East African 
country. 

The census shows a stun¬ 
ning recovery for a spe¬ 
cies that once faced a real 
threat of extinction. Moun¬ 
tain gorillas in the wild still 
face threats ranging from 
habitat loss to poaching, 
especially in Congo, where 
lawlessness in the country’s 


vast eastern territory has 
allowed illegal hunters to 
prosper. Mountain gorillas 
are hunted for their meat 
in Congo, according to the 
World Wildlife Fund. 

Even a common cold can 
kill a mountain gorilla, as 
species is particularly vul¬ 
nerable to respiratory dis¬ 
eases usually associated 
with humans. 

The conservation group 


Associated Press 

Gorilla Doctors said the 
population growth was 
partly due to “extreme con¬ 
servation” methods such as 
daily ranger monitoring in 
the forest. Ugandan wildlife 
officials have been able to 
build successful partner¬ 
ships with local communi¬ 
ties in part by pouring some 
of the revenue into local 
projects, converting pre¬ 
viously hostile groups into 
friendly advocates for the 
gorillas’ survival. 

“The mountain gorilla is the 
only non-human great ape 
that is actually growing in 
number," said Mike Cran- 
field of Gorilla Doctors. “The 
growth of the mountain 
gorilla population can be 
attributed to the intensive 
conservation and collabo¬ 
ration between multiple 
conservation groups and 
government authorities.”□ 
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Safe Tours to the Red Light District wtth private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service ■ We Guarantee 
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This Oct. 15, 2012 file photo shows Sarah Jessica Parker at the 
ELLE Women In Hollywood Celebration in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Sarah Jessica Parker, Butler 
host Nobel Peace Prize concert 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sarah 
Jessica Parker and Gerard 
Butler are adding to the 
star wattage at the Nobel 
Peace Prize Concert. 

The actors will be the hosts 
of the 19th annual event, 
to be held Dec. 11 in Oslo, 
Norway. Jennifer Hudson 
and Seal are among the 
performers. 

The European Union cap¬ 
tured the prize this year. 
Parker says she is honored 


to “promote the power of 
peace around the world. 
Butler said the European 
Union has shown “the world 
what is possible when forc¬ 
es unite in peace” and 
called the concert a “re¬ 
markable celebration of 
humanity.” Past winners 
of the Nobel Peace Prize 
include Nelson Mandela, 
Mother Teresa, former Vice 
President Al Gore and Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama. □ 


Dave Grohl to give keynote 
speech at 2013SXSW 



In this Jan. 31, 2012 file photo, musician Dave Grohl poses for a 
portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Dave 
Grohl may be taking a 
break from his band, but 
with the addition of an 


appearance at South By 
Southwest next spring 2013 
is shaping up to be a busy 
year nonetheless. □ 



This June 29, 2012 file photo shows American singer-songwriter Jason Mraz speaks before his 
concert in Singapore at the newly opened Gardens By The Bay. 

Associated Press 


Jason Mraz to make historic 
appearance in Myanmar 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Jason Mraz will make his¬ 
tory next month when he 
performs in Myanmar to 
raise awareness about hu¬ 
man trafficking. 

Mraz will headline a free 
outdoor concert on Dec. 
16 at People’s Square in 
Yangon, at the base of 
Shwedagon Pagoda. 

The Grammy-winning sing¬ 
er-songwriter is the first in¬ 
ternational artist to perform 
an open-air concert in the 
country since the end of 
military rule last year. And 
he is believed to be just 
the second Western act to 
perform in the country in 
decades, joining Ozomat- 
li’s U.S. State Department- 
sponsored appearance in 
2009. 

“That's pretty exciting," 
Mraz said of the history in¬ 
volved, “and I’m going 


there with an enormous 
amount of gratitude and 
respect, and I hope we 
can actually make a dif¬ 
ference. I hope it’s also a 
testament to the songs. I’ve 
always wanted my songs to 
be about healing and self¬ 
empowerment, and if this 
is the way MTV is acknowl¬ 
edging that, then I am in¬ 
credibly grateful.” 

The show includes local 
acts and is hosted by MTV 
EXIT, the music channel's 
initiative to raise aware¬ 
ness about human traffick¬ 
ing and exploitation. It will 
be broadcast on Myanmar 
national television and will 
air on MTV’s international 
network in 2013. Mraz host¬ 
ed a similar concert in the 
Philippines last year. He 
first became interested in 
the issue about four years 
ago when he attended the 
Freedom Awards, an annu¬ 
al salute to those working 


against human exploitation 
put on by the organization 
Free the Slaves. 

“I thought this was some¬ 
thing that was abolished 
when Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation, but all it did 
is become hidden from our 
view,” Mraz said in a phone 
interview from Zurich, Swit¬ 
zerland. “There was a re¬ 
cent estimate that there 
are about 27 million people 
enslaved on the planet, 
certainly due to hard eco¬ 
nomic times not just in the 
Western world but certainly 
in Third World countries. Hu¬ 
mans as a commodity is a 
great way to run your busi¬ 
ness. So I signed on, lent my 
voice, lent my music to the 
cause." 

Myanmar is opening itself 
to the world since a military 
junta ceded power to a 
new elected government 
last year.Q 
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Stephen Colbert joins U.S. 
presidents at wax museum 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Colbert is taking his 
place among the presi¬ 
dents at the Madame 
Tussauds wax museum in 
Washington and will be 
featured in a new media 
gallery. 

Colbert visited the museum 
Friday to unveil a wax figure 
created to represent him. 
The museum says Colbert 
donated his own clothes 
to dress the figure in a suit, 
tie, cuff links and lapel pin. 
Colbert wore an identical 
outfit. 

The new figure will be the 
centerpiece of a new me¬ 
dia gallery with a replica 
of “The Colbert Report” set 
where guests can sit next to 



Stephen Colbert presents an 
award onstage at the 64th 
Primetime Emmy Awards at 
the Nokia Theatre on Sunday, 
Sept. 23, 2012, in Los Angeles. 
Associated Press 


Colbert’s figure behind his fake news desk. 

Designers from Madame Tussauds went to Colbert’s New 
York studio in June to take more than 250 measurements 
and photographs of the Comedy Central star to create 
the wax figure.Q 



A Lady Gaga fan holds her VIP ticket in her mouth as she stands 
outside the venue where the U.S. pop star will perform a concert, 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Friday, Nov. 16, 2012. 


Associated Press 

Lady Gaga tweets some 
racy images before concert 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Lady Gaga's tweets 
were getting a lot of attention ahead of her Buenos Aires 
concert Friday night. 

The Grammy-winning entertainer has more than 30 million 
followers on Twitter and that’s where she shared a link this 
week to a short video showing her doing a striptease and 
fooling around in a bathtub with two other women. 

She told her followers that it's a “surprise for you, almost 
ready for you to TASTE.” 

Then, in between concerts in Brazil and Argentina, she 
posted a picture Thursday on her Twitter page showing 
her wallowing in her underwear and impossibly high heels 
on top of the remains of what appears to be a strawberry 
shortcake. 

“The real CAKE isn’t HAVING what you want, it’s DOING 
what you want,” she tweeted. 

Lady Gaga wore decidedly unglamorous baggy jeans 
and a blouse outside her Buenos Aires hotel Thursday as 
three burly bodyguards kept her fans at bay. □ 



This film image released by 20th Century Fox shows Suraj Sharma as Pi Patel in a scene from “Life 
of Pi." 

Associated Press 


A ‘Life’ changing film for 
the young actor of ‘Pi’ 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The only 
thing more unlikely than a 
movie about a boy adrift 
on a ship with a Bengali ti¬ 
ger is the tale of the film’s 
star. 

Teenager Suraj Sharma 
went along with his acting 
brother to a Delhi, India, 
audition of “Life of Pi” pure¬ 
ly as a favor, motivated by 
the promise of a free meal. 
“He said, ‘Come with me 
because I don’t want to go 
alone,'" Sharma recalled 
in an interview at Lincoln 
Center shortly before the 
film premiered at the New 
York Film Festival in Septem¬ 
ber. “I said, ‘Fine, as long 
as you buy me a sandwich 
afterwards.' That sandwich 
got me ‘Pi.’" 

For a film about the wonder 
of faith, Sharma's experi¬ 
ence is one that stretches 
belief. Despite no prior 
acting experience or am¬ 
bition, he managed to 
separate himself from 3,000 
applicants and emerged 
through four rounds of au¬ 
ditions as the star in one of 
the most anticipated mov¬ 
ies of the year. 

For “Life of Pi" to work, 
Sharma — now 19, 17 when 
filming started — had to 
succeed. And many think 
the film, to be released 
Wednesday, not only works, 


but is a legitimate Oscar 
contender — a 3-D magic 
act from director Ang Lee 
that translates Yann Mar¬ 
tel's 2001 best seller into 
a colorful cinematic lan¬ 
guage. 

In it, Sharma plays Pi Patel, 
who, as a child, preco¬ 
ciously combines Christian¬ 
ity, Buddhism and Islam into 
his own blend of religion. 
When his family is uprooted 
to Canada, the ship taking 
Pi, his family and many zoo 
animals, sinks in a storm, 
leaving Pi alone and cling¬ 
ing to life in a raft boat. 
Making the film meantwork- 
ing with one of the most re¬ 
vered directors in movies. 
It meant spending months 
shooting in India and Tai¬ 
wan, where a giant water 
tank was built for scenes at 
sea. It meant learning not 
only how to act, but literally 
how to swim. “I can’t put it 
in words,” says Sharma, a 
bright and earnest kid who 
humbly recognizes his good 
fortune. “It's too much. It 
was emotionally and spiritu¬ 
ally and physically exhaust¬ 
ing. I would never be able 
to tell people what I went 
through exactly, but hope¬ 
fully it will come through in 
some ways." 

It was a journey Sharma’s 
parents (both mathemati¬ 
cians, fittingly) had some re¬ 
luctance about, as it would 


mean missing a year of 
school. Lee argued a year 
spent working on “Life of Pi" 
would be more rewarding 
than a year of school. Shar¬ 
ma’s mother performed a 
ceremony that made Lee 
her son’s guru — a new role 
for the director. 

“I couldn’t even tell a joke 
in front of him. I had to be¬ 
have," Lee jokes. “I had 
to look after him. Normally 
when I work with actors, 
they move on and I move 
on. ... I can pretty much 
say he started at the top — 
getting this kind of recep¬ 
tion and making a movie. 
So I want to make sure he's 
grounded and still getting 
his education — not only in 
school but in life. He should 
be OK if he doesn't get 
crushed by what's com¬ 
ing." “He’s a good boy," 
adds Lee. “It seems like 
he can take it.” In “Life of 
Pi," there’s nowhere for a 
young actor to hide, either. 
For a long stretch of the 
film, Pi is alone in the skiff 
with only the tiger, which 
was digitally added. Shar¬ 
ma had the added pres¬ 
sure of acting extensively in 
front of a blue screen, with 
little to go on other than 
Lee’s directions. “Honestly, 
I still feel like I don't know 
how to act,” says Sharma. 
“It was just him. I was just an 
instrument. □ 
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Obama’s Nightmare 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 


The sex scandal engulfing two of 
our top military and intelligence 
officers could not be coming at 
a worse time: The Middle East 
has never been more unstable 
and closer to multiple, intercon¬ 
nected explosions. 

Virtually every American presi¬ 
dent since Dwight Eisenhower 
has had a Middle Eastern coun¬ 
try that brought him grief. For 
Ike, it was Lebanon’s civil war 
and Israel’s Sinai invasion. For 
Lyndon Johnson, it was the 1967 
Six-Day War. For Nixon, it was 
the 1973 war. For Carter, it was 
the Iranian Revolution. For Ron¬ 
ald Reagan, it was Lebanon. For 
George H.W. Bush, it was Iraq. 
For Bill Clinton, it was al-Qaida 
and Afghanistan. For George 
W. Bush, it was Iraq and Afghan¬ 
istan. For Barack Obama’s first 
term, it was Iran and Afghani¬ 
stan, again. 

And for Obama’s second term, 
I fear that it could be the full 
nightmare - all of them at once. 
The whole Middle East erupts in 
one giant sound and light show 
of civil wars, states collapsing 
and refugee dislocations, as the 
keystone of the entire region - 
Syria - gets pulled asunder and 
the disorder spills across the 
neighborhood. And you were 
worried about the “fiscal cliff.’’ 
Ever since the start of the Syrian 
uprising/civil war, I’ve cautioned 
that while Libya, Egypt, Yemen, 
Bahrain and Tunisia implode, 
Syria would explode if a political 
resolution was not found quickly. 
That is exactly what’s happen¬ 
ing. The reason Syria explodes is 
because its borders are particu¬ 
larly artificial, and all its internal 
communities - Sunnis, Shiites, 
Alawites, Kurds, Druze and Chris¬ 
tians - are linked to brethren in 
nearby countries and are trying 
to draw them in for help. Also, 
Sunni-led Saudi Arabia is fight¬ 
ing a proxy war against Shiite- 
led Iran in Syria and in Bahrain, 
which is the base of the U.S. 
Navy’s Fifth Fleet. Bahrain wit¬ 
nessed a host of bombings last 
week as the Sunni-led Bahraini 
regime stripped 31 Bahraini Shi¬ 
ite political activists of their citi¬ 
zenship. Meanwhile, someone 
in Syria has decided to start lob¬ 
bing mortars at Israel. And, Tues¬ 
day night, violent anti-govern¬ 
ment protests broke out across 
Jordan over gas price increases. 
What to do? I continue to be¬ 
lieve that the best way to un¬ 
derstand the real options - and 
they are grim - is by studying 
Iraq, which, like Syria, is made 
up largely of Sunnis, Shiites, 
Christians and Kurds. Why didn’t 
Iraq explode outward like Syria 
after Saddam was removed? 
The answer: America. 

For better and for worse, the 


United States in Iraq performed 
the geopolitical equivalent of 
falling on a grenade - that we 
triggered ourselves. That is, we 
pulled the pin; we pulled out 
Saddam; we set off a huge ex¬ 
plosion in the form of a Shiite- 
Sunni contest for power. Thou¬ 
sands of Iraqis were killed along 
with more than 4,700 American 
troops, but the presence of 
those U.S. troops in and along 
Iraq’s borders prevented the 
violence from spreading. Our 
invasion both triggered the civil 
war in Iraq and contained it at 
the same time. After that Sunni- 
Shiite civil war burned itself out, 
we brokered a fragile, imperfect 
power-sharing deal between 
Iraqi Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds. 
Then we got out. It is not at all 
clear that their deal will survive 
our departure. 

Still, the lesson is that if you’re try¬ 
ing to topple one of these iron- 
fisted, multisectarian regimes, it 
really helps to have an outside 
power that can contain the 
explosions and mediate a new 
order. There is too little trust in 
these societies for them to do 
it on their own. Syria’s civil war, 
though, was triggered by pre¬ 
dominantly Sunni rebels trying 
to oust President Bashar Assad 
and his minority Alawite-Shiite 
regime. There is no outside 
power willing to fall on the Syr¬ 
ian grenade and midwife a new 
order. So the fire there rages 
uncontrolled; refugees are now 
spilling out, and the Shiite-Sunni 
venom unleashed by the Syrian 
conflict is straining relations be¬ 
tween these same communities 
in Iraq, Bahrain, Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and Kuwait. But 
Iraq teaches another lesson: 
Shiites and Sunnis are not fated 
to murder each other 24/7/365. 
Yes, their civil war dates to the 
7th century. And, yes, when 
they started going after each 
other in Iraq, they did so with 
breathtaking chainsaw-nails- 
pounded-into-heads violence. 
There is nothing like a fight within 
the faith. Yet, once order was 
restored, Iraqi Shiites and Sun¬ 
nis, many of whom have inter¬ 
married, were willing to work 
together and even run together 
in multisectarian parties in the 
2009-10 elections. So the situa¬ 
tion is not hopeless. I know U.S. 
officials are tantalized by the 
idea of flipping Syria from the 
Iranian to the Western camp 
by toppling Assad. That would 
make my day, too, but I’m skep¬ 
tical it would end the conflict. 

I fear that toppling Assad, with¬ 
out a neutral third party inside 
Syria to referee a transition, 
could lead not only to perma¬ 
nent civil war in Syria but one 
that spreads around the re¬ 
gion. It’s a real long shot, but 
we should keep trying to work 
with Russia - Syria’s lawyer - to 
see if together we can broker a 
power-sharing deal inside Syria 
and a United Nations-led multi¬ 
national force to oversee it. Oth¬ 
erwise, this fire will rage on and 
spread, as the acid from the 
Shiite-Sunni conflict eats away 
at the bonds holding the Middle 
East together and standing be¬ 
tween this region and chaos.Q 



The Men Are Vanishing In North Syria 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2012 New York Times 


BAB AL-SALAM, Syria - It was 
cold and drizzling as yet another 
family made homeless by war 
arrived in this town in northern 
Syria to start a new life in a tent. 
Khadija al-Ali seemed to be try¬ 
ing not to cry as she explained 
how in the space of a week she 
had gone from middle-class 
housewife to homeless single 
mother. 

Ali had lived a comfortable life in 
the northern city of Aleppo with 
her husband, a tailor, and their 
three children, ages 6, 3 and 1. 
Then, a week ago, a Syrian gov¬ 
ernment jet dropped a bomb 
that destroyed the family house, 
but no one was home and the 
family members thanked God 
that they were safe. 

A couple of days later, Ali’s hus¬ 
band disappeared in Aleppo. 
Maybe he was arrested at a 
checkpoint, or hit by a bomb, 
or targeted by the snipers now 
common in the city. One Alep¬ 
po resident told me about a 
friend who had been shot by a 
sniper in the shoulder and leg. It 
was too dangerous to pull him 
to safety, and he died on the 
street two days later. 

“I just don’t know what hap¬ 
pened,” Ali told me blankly, 
while her cousin (who confirmed 
the story) suggested that the 
husband is probably dead. 

An aid worker from the Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent arrived with 
loaves of bread for the fam¬ 
ily, which the children ate hun¬ 
grily. When pieces fell into the 


mud, they picked them up and 
brushed them off. And blankets 
are even harder to come by 
than food. 

“I’m afraid my kids will die in this 
cold weather,” she fretted. 
Multiply Ali by more than a mil¬ 
lion and you get the scale of 
Syria’s torment. Already, nearly 
40,000 people have been killed 
in the civil war, and some 2.5 
million are displaced from their 
homes. 

President Barack Obama 
and other world leaders have 
avoided intervening in Syria for 
fear of destabilizing the region 
and empowering Islamic fun¬ 
damentalists. The West is also 
nervous of the rebel Free Syrian 
Army, which includes extremist 
elements and has committed 
atrocities itself. 

The Western concerns are le¬ 
gitimate, and plenty of Syrians 
have mixed feelings about the 
Free Syrian Army. Some fight¬ 
ers engage in looting or kid¬ 
napping, and many are poorly 
trained and unprofessional. (The 
establishment of a new umbrel¬ 
la coalition of the Syrian opposi¬ 
tion, immediately recognizedby 
France, may help a bit.) 

My take is that rural Syrians are 
generally supportive of the Free 
Syrian Army, while some city 
dwellers resent it as an armed 
mob that irresponsibly moves 
into neighborhoods knowing 
that the result will be govern¬ 
ment bombs that will devastate 
those streets. 

It’s also true that Islamic militants 
and foreign fighters are playing 
an increasing, but still tiny, role 
in the combat. Some of that is 
real, and some is Kabuki: Groups 
of fighters have realized that the 
best way to get weapons is to 
grow beards, quote from the 
Quran and troll for support in 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 

A secular pro-Western business¬ 
man who lost his 18-year-old 
son to a bomb said he didn’t 
agree with the militants, but he 
still welcomed them. “They have 
the humanity to help,” he said, 
contrasting their assistance with 


Western indifference. 

An imam, a bit distracted be¬ 
cause he was preparing to 
smuggle a rebel flag into Alep¬ 
po, at the risk of execution, put 
it this way: “The Americans are 
with the Syrians, but they just 
want to talk.” 

There are dangers with greater 
involvement, and Syria is a more 
difficult arena in which to inter¬ 
vene than Libya was, but let’s 
acknowledge that the existing 
hands-off approach has failed. 
Western passivity has backfired 
and accelerated all that Wash¬ 
ington fears: chaos, regional in¬ 
stability, sectarianism and grow¬ 
ing influence of Islamic militants. 
The United States certainly 
shouldn’t send boots on the 
ground. But there are steps we 
can take to save lives, hasten an 
end to the war, reduce the risks 
to the region and protect Amer¬ 
ican interests as well. A sensible 
menu includes a NATO-backed 
no-fly zone over parts of north¬ 
ern Syria, transfers of weapons 
and ammunition (though not 
anti-aircraft weapons) to the 
Free Syrian Army, training and 
intelligence support, and co¬ 
operation with rebels to secure 
chemical weapons. 

“The government kills us every 
day, and nobody cares about 
us,” said Aisha Muhammad, 
who doesn’t know her age but 
looked to be in her 70s. She said 
that a government sniper had 
shot one of her two sons, costing 
him his arm, and that the other 
had been arrested five months 
ago and not heard from since. 
Asked if he is still alive, she 
teared up and gulped: “I don’t 
know.” Her entire village has 
been destroyed, and she is now 
living out her old age alone, in 
a soggy, chilly tent. For her and 
other homeless Syrians, there’s 
only one certainty: winter will 
make the coming months even 
more wretched. 

Contact Kristof at Facebook. 
com/Kristof, Twitter.com/Nick- 
Kristof or by mail at The New 
York Times, 620 Eighth Ave., New 
York, NY 10018.Q 
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Aruba gives a big “Masha Danki” to our Loyal Guests! 



The top reasons for return¬ 
ing to Aruba each year is 
they consider Aruba to be 
the “Happy Island”, the 
great weather, the Friend¬ 
ly Aruban Hospitality, the 
white sandy beaches and 
the local food: to name a 
few! 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented to our loyal visitors 
by Darline S. de Cuba and 
Ernest Giel, representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity, along with friends, fam¬ 
ily, and associates of the 
respective resorts! 

Aruba says a warm and 



IT’s been a busy week for 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity, as they have made 
their way around the is¬ 
land honoring our many 
loyal repeat visitors for their 
years of consecutive visits, 
choosing to return to their 
favorite Caribbean desti¬ 
nation of Aruba year after 
fabulous year! 

The symbolic honorary titles 
of Distinguished Visitor and 
Goodwill Ambassador are 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 consecutive years 
(Distinguished Visitor), and 
20-or more consecutive 
years (Goodwill Ambassa¬ 
dor). 

The happy guests honored 
as Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba included Chuck and 
Sue Heron, from Little Falls, 
New York (staying at the 


Radisson Resort); Christiane 
Krause, from Deutschland, 
Germany (staying at Bucuti 
Resort); and Bertie Casey, 
from Newark, New Jersey 


(staying at Caribbean Palm 
Village). 

Honored as Goodwill Am¬ 
bassadors to Aruba were 
John and Vivian Romas- 


co, from Somerville, Mas¬ 
sachusetts; and Marylou 
Ogonowsky Keane, from 
Medford, Massachusetts 
(all staying at La Quinta). 



loud “Masha Danki" (Thank 
You!) for your many years 
as loyal visitors to our island: 
your home away from 
homeO 






































































